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The Month 


N° DOUBT a Jew living in the Saar region 

should, as a matter of principle, advocate 
the return of that predominantly German. prov- 
ince to Germany. However, there is a substantial 


difference between this theoretical approach and. 


the attitude to be assumed in the plebiscite of 
January 13th. We know of a considerable ‘num- 
ber of full blooded and patriotic Germans in the 
Saar, who are going to vote for the maintenance 
of the status quo (the protectorate of the League 
of Nations). At the same time they hope that 
when Germany will have emancipated herself 
from the present tyranny, new developments will 
provide an opportunity for reuniting their na- 
tive province with the fatherland. They sincerely 
believe that there is not the slightest element of 
“betrayal” in their refusal to assist Hitler in 
adding one more unit to the present German 
house of bondage. But a group of Jewish money 
barons in the Saar apparently have made up their 
minds to convince their Nazi neighbours that, al- 
though belonging to the notorious race of traitors, 
they are superior to many pure Aryan Germans 
in their zeal for the German cause. In order to 
prove the unconditional nature of their patriotism, 


they have resorted to the most eloquent of argu- 
ments: their purses. At the eleventh hour they 
have gallantly offered their financial aid to the 
“German National Front”. We learn from seve- 
ral well-informed European newspapers that the 
“Fuhrer” himself has honored our rich “Glaubens- 
yenossen”’ of Saarbruecken with a special dispen- 
sation permitting the acceptance of money, Jewish 
money usually so offensive to his Aryan nose. 
This is not the first time that Jewish plutocrats 
have kissed the persecutor’s rod. About three 
years ago it was an open secret that some of the 
Jewish financial elite in Germany regarded it a 
matter of wisdom and political expediency to sup- 
port the Hitlerite movement and so assure them- 
selves special privileges, or rather an escape from 
the common Jewish fete. Some Vienna bankers 
and industrialists have alsc proved. themselves 
not inferior in. foresight to their fellow-bankers 
in Germany. We have no reason tu question, the 
credibility of the information, given to the “Jew- 
ish Frontier’ by the Austrian Socialist leader, 
Julius Deutsch, that rich Jews were financially 
instrumental in promoting the Austrian domestic 
brand of Fascism. Our Saar bankers are in good 








company. No doubt we will soon learn ‘‘on good 
authority”, that their motives in supporting Nazi 
propaganda, in connection with the plebiscite, were 
purely humanitarian and even “Jewish”: to dispel 
the myth of all Jews being ‘‘Marxists” and to 
disarm anti-semitic propaganda by exhibiting su- 
per loyalty to the Third Reich. 


Apparently, only the unsophisticated “low- 
class” Jews have not learned to serve the Jewish 
cause by promoting Fascism and anti-semitism. 


THE loan of 2,500,000 dollars, secured by the 

Jewish Agency, will undoubtedly have far- 
reaching consequences for the development of 
Palestine. The amount itself is not staggering; 
but the Joan is signficant as a manifestation of 
confidence in the Zionist movement on the part of 
British financiers. It is the first loan granted to 
the Jewish nation as a whole—represented semi- 
legally—by the Agency—and it is the first time 
that the income of the “Keren Hayesod” (Jew- 
ish Foundation Fund) has been pledged and ac- 
cepted as security for the amortization of a loan. 
The fact that nine tenths of the amount has been 
undersigned by Lloyds of London adds even more 
importance to the transaction, because a loan from 
Lloyds is generally viewed as a political barome- 
ter. No wonder the Jewish community in Pales- 
tine received the news as evidence of the political 
stability of the country. 


One of the earliest ambitions of the late Arlos- 
oroff was to conduct colonization in Palestine so 
efficiently that international credit would be at- 
tracted. - His friends and comrades on the present 
Executive are gradually beginning to realize his 
hopes. The London loan is an achievement of 
which they have every reason to be proud—above 
all, on account of the prestige it has conferred 
on Jewish Palestine. 


In a forthcoming issue we will comment at 
length upon how the loan is to be used and the 
anticipated economic results. For the present, 
it would not be out of place to point out some of 
the political aspects of the loan. After the Prague 
congress in 1933, certain circles met the newly 
elected “proletarian” Executive with open hostil- 
ity and a marked desire to employ both sabotage 
and boycott against the ‘“‘red dictatorship” in Zion- 
ism. There were also some “neutrals” who pro- 
fessed readiness to assist the not wholly desirable 
Eyeciitiye bit! Sven: :these: ndut¥als: at times dis- 
played: such ‘an* dente ‘hick--6f- cénfidénce in the 
ability. of inexperienced, ‘‘Jeft-wingers” to manage 
the. Exesutive'’s coraplicated firiangial affairs, that 
their “cooperation” often bordered on sabotage. 
Omniscient prophets of gloom made it their busi- 
ness to predict the exact date when the Executive, 
captured by incompetent socialists, would be de- 
clared bankrupt. Happily the Executive has not 
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only avoided the “‘inevitable”’ bankruptcy, but has 
succeeded in securing a long term loan (for a 
period of fifteen years) from one of the out- 
standing financial institutions in Europe, at the 
comparatively low interest rate of four percent. 
The groups represented by the present Executive 
will come to the next Zionist Congress with in- 
creased prestige and with a strong conviction that 
the realistic policy they have adopted, in econ- 
omics as well as in politics, is the only one to be 
pursued. 


HE Executive of the Jewish Agency has suc- 

cessfully concluded negotiations with the Arab 
concessioners of the Hulah plain. On the 2nd 
of December it took over a new block of land 
in Upper Galilee, which, under the terms of the 
new concession, will be drained and settled by 
Jewish pioneers. Typically oriental subtleties 
and entanglements of a legal, or rather pseudo- 
legal nature, had to be reckoned with and over- 
come in order to insure the effectiveness of this 
important land transaction. Grave political con- 
siderations were involved; the transactions were 
subject to the approval of the Palestine Govern- 
ment. The repeatedly interrupted negotiations, 
started some years ago by Weitzmann and Arlos- 
oroff, enjoyed the constant assistance of the almost 
legendary agrarian expert, Joshua Hankin—vete- 
ran “land-redeemer” of Palestine. The happy 
conclusion of the Agency’s difficult task is cause 
for congratulation. 

The Hlulah plain lies near the Syrian border, 
about ten miles north of Lake Tiberias. This 
region of Galilee, famous for its fertility in the 
period of the Second Commonwealth, is marshy 
and according to medical authorities, will continue 
to be a dangerous source of malaria until it is 
completely drained. However, the climate is mild 
and suitable for European and American settlers. 
There are young Jews of the pioneer type, both 
in Palestine and abroad who are ready to under- 
take the reclamation of this land, just as the 
“Chalutzim” reclaimed the “Emek Esdrelon”. 
There is no doubt that within a few years a new 
region will have been added to the zone of Jewish 
agricultural colonization. It is to be deplored 
that, for obvious reasons, the newly acquired land 
did not become the property of the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund and will be developed chiefly by pri- 
vate initiative. However, the fact that the Pales- 
tine Development Company is the chief agency 
for the management of the land is a sufficient 
guarantee that there will be no_ proverbial 
“booms” and speculation. The Histadrut is justi- 
fiably proud of having been financially instrument- 
al in getting the new concession: The Workers’ 
Organization is a 20% partner in the enterprise; 
the drainage and other reclamation work will be 
done by organized Jewish labor, and a section 
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of the land will be assigned for labor colonization 
of the “‘Kvutzah” and the “Moshav” type (com- 
munes and cooperative settlements). 

One of the weakest spots in the rapidly grow- 
ing economic structure of Palestine has been the 
insufficient growth of Jewish rural setlements as 
compared with the development of industry and 
commerce. The Hulah concession opens a new 
period of further “agrarization”. It will also 
contribute substantially to the establishment of 
better neighbourly relations between Jews and 
Arabs, since 15,000 dunams of drained Hulah 
land will be assigned to 1,000 destitute Arab 
families living in that section of the country. We 
can hardly overestimate the importance of the 
Hulah concession for the continued agricultural 
colonization of Palestine. 


CURSORY glance through wants ads in a 

typical specimen of our press reveals the in- 
teresting phenomenon of an ever-increasing num- 
ber of unemployed women who publicly express 
reluctance to enter service in Jewish households. 
Here are a few such advertisements picked from 
three recent issues of The (Philadelphia) Evening 
Bulletin: 


HOUSEWORK gen. des. by exp. colored girl. 
Gentile family Reference. Ger. 4197. 


HOUSEWORK desired in Gentile family. Ex- 
perienced, white. Good ref. D-585 Bulletin. 


DAY’S WORK, des. by exp. colored woman 
in Gentile family. Sher. 3084. 
HOUSEWORK. Refined woman, small family, 
Catholic or Protestant. S. W. Phila. 7 years 
of reference. Perm. State . wages. J-416 
Bulletin. 


Although the labor market is flooded with fe- 
males of all stations who now earn a livelihood 
solely through domestic service and notwithstand- 
ing that the condition of metropolitan women 
without work is tragic, a goodly proportion of the 
advertisers for various branches of housework 
dismiss all possibility of accepting jobs with Jews. 
How uncommonly large a number disdain char- 
ring for Jewish households easily may be seen 
from an analysis of the quoted examples in rela- 
tion to their daily ratio. The first two ads above, 
for instance, were taken from the issue of Decem- 
ber 5 when fourteen women desired housework. 
Three of them — or approximately 20%—shut 
off possible chances by specifying the race of 
future employers. On December 14 two prospec- 
tive servants advertised for day’s work. One of 
them (see third ad)—or 50%—desired a Gentile 
mistress only. On December 17 four women 
sought housework. Two of them (the final ad) 
—or 50% wished to serve only non-Jewish 
families. Does this phenomenen, probably most 
striking in the Quaker City of homes but doubtless 
duplicated in other urban centers in the United 
States (outside New York City) imply merely 
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personal idiosyncracy? ‘Then the percentage of 
the fastidious must be unusually high. Or rather 
are these ads, culled at random from a steady 
succession appearing regularly in fairly stable pro- 
portion, a straw in the wind suggesting fruits of 
extensive anti-semitic propaganda in this country? 


PPHE other day, at the Brooklyn Jewish Center, 

a Library in Exile was dedicated to the same 
truth which makes plausible that a phoenix really 
rises out of its own ashes. But more disturbing 
than cremated books are books rewritten and cul- 
ture castrated: by the rules of the game, this 
process gives the phoenix no chance. The most 
blameless of little citizens with this passion for 
revision in the Third Reich is a certain Herr 
Teudt who is making a valiant effort to save the 
Psalms. He calls them God Songs, a thoroughly 
inspired name. He says they are not Jewish but 
Aryan—why not? We devoutly hope so. He 
says they are not monotheistic, as their possibly 
Jewish poets liked to think, but neo-pagan. He 
introduces Ingo, Istu, and Ermin: the old Psalms 
are purged as successfully as incorrigibles in a 
concentration camp. Nor does Herr Teudt neg- 
lect the Lord God, for now ‘‘The Lord loveth 
the height of Germany more than all the dwell- 
ings abroad”, and “The Lord loveth the yew tree 
of the Odenwald and the oak of the Baltic’. For 
ourselves, we like to assume that the Lord is not 
above such universal affection, that indeed, the 
Odenwald oak is as as dear to Him as the Lebanon 
tree — this does not revolutionize our concep- 
tion of Him. In fact, we think that it is not hard 
to detect our phoenix here, up Herr Teudt’s sleeve 
as it were. But, recently, faced with the embar- 
rassing task of observing the 175th anniversary 
of Schiller, that defier of tyrants, the director of 
the Munich Prince Regent Theatre produced 
“William Tell” for the Labor Front leisure or- 
ganization in a manner which we might dub as 
one without benefit of the phoenix. The director 
presented Gessler, the tyrant, not as the usual 
half-barbarian, but as a dark-skinned degenerate 
little man. The approving critics pointed out that 
the conventional interpretation of a struggle be- 
tween tyrant and oppressed was not to the point, 
but that it was sickly cunning which conceived the 
mean apple-trick against blond, bear strength— 
and failed. The sad difficulties under which cul- 
tural revision must work was apparent in a Ger- 
man press report wherein the League of Nations 
authorities in the Saar insisted that poor Gessler 
wear a beard on the stage, so that he might not 
be confused with Geoffrey G. Knox, the League’s 
Commissioner. The Psalms fared better than 
Schiller, although they might both have joined 
the funeral pyre of ashes and given the phoenix 
another chance. 
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Jabotinsky's "“Army' Marches 


IERCE doings are reported in Poland. Ac- 
cording to S. Krochmal the town of Plonsk 
has been the scene of feverish military activity. 
The annual review of Jabotinsky’s legions took 
place with the appropriate martial fanfare. Plonsk 
may not be Warsaw, but it knows how to honor its 
heroes. : 

The revisionists arrived by truck and train for 
the manoeuvres. The recruits—of assorted ages 
and sizes—gathered in the Plonsk market place 
to march before the commander-in-chief. Strip- 
lings left their homework; elderly Jews doffed 
their long frock-coats, closed their shops and en- 
trained for Plonsk to parade before the reviewing- 
stand in brown uniforms glittering with gold braid 
and medals. Of gold braid, epaulettes, clanking 
spurs and honorable decorations there was an 
abundance — perhaps to conceal the absence of 
swords and pistols. The Polish government petr- 
mits the legionnaries to dress up in fancy uniforms, 
but, unfortunately, it forbids the use of arms. 
However, the weaponless warriors drilled, march- 
ed and presented arms with an earnestness worthy 
of the “generals” who led them. 

The troops were reviewed by the “Mefaked 
Rashi’, or commander-in-chief, who came as the 
personal representative of Jabotinsky. His exalt- 
ed rank was obvious from the amount of gold 
braid and other insignia bedecking his uniform. 
With varying degrees of agility, the militia went 
through its paces. Schoolboys and shop-keepers 
snapped to attention, paraded and saluted. To 
the virile greeting, ‘““Chazak Vaamaz”’ (Be strong 
and vigorous) they responded with the shout of 
“Tei Hai”, the battle-cry of the Jabotinsky myrmi- 
dons. After this thundering salute, the “Mefaked 
Rashi” received the reports of his subordinate 
officers. While the “soldiers” stood in military 
formation, the “Mefaked” strutted among the 
ranks and gravely heard the accounts of the lesser 
functionaries. Each “captain” or “colonel” re- 
ported in Hebrew concerning the activities of his 
“division”. There were no battles to report (pos- 
sibly only minor engagements such as throwing 
stones at a workers’ meeting, or wielding a stick 
on a political opponent) but the “officers” brought 
word of the tactics and morale of the ‘‘army”. 
The report was accepted with obvious satisfaction 
by the ‘‘Mefaked” who commended his men for 
their valor and soldierly bearing. 

The entire “general staff’? stood assembled on 
the platform which had been erected in the middle 
of the market-place. The ‘“Mefaked Ha Galil”, 
(regional commander), the ‘“‘Kazin” (colonel) 
with their aids and adjutants, watched the parad- 
ing. Dr. Hoffman, Jabotinsky’s viceroy, had ar- 
rived from Paris to witness the redoubtable ma- 
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noeuvres. Spurs clanked, epaulettes shone, and 
drums sounded as the “army” marched up and 
down before the stand. ‘‘Regiment” standards 
were presented for review to the sound of bugles 
and the beat of drums. 


The “army” marched through the streets of 
Plonsk, covering the entire distance between the 
town bath-house and the synagogue. After first 
being refreshed by a draught of whiskey offered 
by the grateful citizens of Plonsk, the warriors 
broke ranks to attend a military service at the 
house of worship. Though no imminent engage- 
ment threatened, the Rabbi blessed the host. 
Prayers were offered for the welfare of Jabotinsky 
and the general staff. The cantor intoned a mar- 
tial chant. The Rabbi praised the Lord for these 
modern Maccabees who would leave Plonsk to 
establish a Jewish kingdom on both sides of the 
Jordan. The warlike congregation shouted ‘“Tel- 
Hai”’, applauding this sentiment. Thus heartened, 
another ‘“‘general’’, this time in Turkish uniform, 
stirred the blood of his hearers by calls to action. 
The roof of the synagogue rang with the bellig- 
erent cries of the soldiery. 

Only one untoward incident marred the dignity 
of the military service. Some irreverent anti- 
revisionists cut the electric wires plunging the 
“army” into darkness. The situation grew tense. 
Had there been swords, or pistols, blood would 
have been shed. Fortunately for the peace of 
the village, the illumination was restored and the 
troops marched out triumphantly. 

The younger “‘soldiers’” promenaded with the 
Plonsk maidens who gazed adoringly at their own 
Hebrew warriors. The elderly recruits waited for 
the trains which would take them back to their 
long drab coats, their skull-caps and their ped- 
dling. The “general staff”, no doubt, reported a 
glorious victory to Jabotinsky. 

One doesn’t know whether these posturings and 
delusions of grandeur are more pathetic than lu- 
dicrous. Mr. Krochmal makes a shrewd observa- 
tion in regard to the fire-works. He recalls the 
scrawny goat of Jewish folk-lore which never gives 
so much as a drop of milk. Apparently it is not 
of the species of cattle from whom nourishment 
may be expected. However, should an epidemic 
strike genuine milk-producing cattle, this goat will 
attest its kinship with all cattledom by promptly 
expiring. Such is the revisionist “army”. It has 
all the evils of militarism and none of its virtues. 
In danger, it can give no help. It is no defense, 
but when the fascist blight of military prancings 
and reaction begins to spread its poison, this 
“army” catches thecontagion. True, it will never 
be a menacing host, but until trumpet-blasts call 
to the “capture of Palestine”, there are always 
stones to be thrown at a workers’ meeting in a 
Polish town. 
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Jew-Baiting and the New Masses 


UDDENLY become Jew-conscious, the pub- 
lishers of the New Masses are conducting a 
high-pressure, self-advertising campaign center- 
ing about John L. Spivak’s series of nine tabloid 
articles on American anti-semitism. The most 
sensational parts of his “revelations” are repro- 
ductions of evidence collected by a well-known 
Jewish organization to whose files he had access. 
This borrowed material he tricks out in good old- 
fashioned detective thriller style, with an air of 
hocus-pocus mystery pulling out information like 
so many rabbits from a magic hat. Particularly 
shoddy are his own reportorial additions based 
on interviews of persons named in the original 
documents. Mr. Spivak’s interpolated stuffings, 
brashly melodramatized with an eye to ballyhoo 
effects, only weaken the impression an unjazzed 
presentation might have produced. They inject 
elements of quackery into testimony which other- 
wise would have been unimpugnable. 

Yet no matter how turgid his antics, the facts 
Mr. Spivak has uncovered to public view are gen- 
uine enough. Hatred of the Jew, already mani- 
fest in nineteenth century America, has bloated 
into monstrous dimensions within the last few 
years. No longer a sporadic tendency, it has now 
become a well-articulated movement. Inter- 
locked bands of multicolored Shirts, the Order of 
76, the Paul Reveres, and the Friends of- New 
Germany thread the land with a network of sy- 
stematic bigotry which menaces the security of 
Jewish life. Gravely threatening are the phenom- 
ena of wealthy Jews contributing to the anti-semi- 
tic American Vigilante Intelligence Federation 
and the appearance of types like Pelley, MacFad- 
den, Gulden, Viereck and Orgell. The implanting 
of Nazi cells in universities, circularization of the 
forged Protocols of Zion among American farm- 
ers and wide general dissemination of literature 
imported from Germany are fertilizing American 
soil for the germination of pogroms. Indeed, 
American anti-semitism is even more ramified than 
Mr. Spivak and the New Masses choose to dis- 
close: the original sources* consulted by Mr. 
Spivak.also reveal Jew-hatred among unorganized 
workmen; growth of anti-semitism among ne- 
groes; venomous anti-Jewish feeling within the 
liberal professions; and widespread discrimination 
against Jewish employees by employers of labor. 


*On the platform, when quizzed concerning his sources, Mr. Spivak 
replies semi-facetiously that he “woke up one morning to find the 
evidence on his door-step”, which in a sense is true enough. Then 
why the air of mystification which implies super-detective work and 
the services of a private intelligence department? Why create the 
impression when receiving facts ready-made, that he has at his disposal 
an apparatus which is ferreting out information in a surreptitious 
manner? This smacks of charlatanism. So does his indiscriminate, 
badgering manner in handling persons implicated in the documents. 


@ by Hayim Fineman 


Published and unpublished records indubitably 
demonstrate that the tide of anti-semitism is ris- 
ing. And how can that onrush be effectively met ? 
The New Masses of December 4, crowing over 
the Spivak articles, offers its own pet solution. 
Alleging that no Jewish group is whole-heartedly 
combatting anti-semitism, it solemnly advocates 
as a sure-cure nostrum the founding of Jewish- 
American clubs whose aim it will be “to include 
students and middle-class groups, in the fight 
against anti-semitism, against fascism.” Only hy- 
pocrisy and gross ignorance of the main currents 
of American Jewish life could have given birth 
to so puerile a proposal. Hypocrisy, because the 
editors of the New Masses know only too well that 
there is no dearth of Jewish bodies contending 
against fascism, race-hatred and anti-Jewish preju- 
dice. Mr. Spivak was enabled to obtain the bulk 
of material for his articles owing to the function- 
ing of such organizations. In fact there are al- 
ready too many Jewish-American clubs. Since 
Jewish communists as a group have hitherto done 
literally nothing to check anti-semitism, they may 
require private clubs of their own make. If so, by 
all means let them produce their coteries which 
could contribute their modest share in counter- 
acting anti-semitic feeling. Communist clubs thus 
might render some service by immunizing certain 
sections of white and negro workers against the 
contagion of the revised gospel of Hate-the-Jew. 

But anyone even remotely familiar with Jewish 
activity is aware that what American Jewry tra- 
gically lacks is not the breeding of a new Club but 
a clarification of objectives and the welding into a 
unit of existing bodies like the American Jewish 
Congress, the two rival Jewish Labor Commit- 
tees, the American Jewish Committee, the B’nai 
Brith and minor groups. Heretofore, the only 
obstructions to that vitally necessary federation 
have been the plutocrats of Wall Street, the ex- 
Bundists of East Broadway, and the communists 
of Union Square—an unholy trinity which, in Jew- 
ish matters, branches off from the parent stock of 
assimilation into the various grades of the luke- 
warm, timid, and cynical. 

However, a “united front’”’ can be of far-reach- 
ing constructive use only when participants pos- 
sess a clear conception of objectives. All Jewish 
groups, and now at last even the Jewish commu- 
nists, agree that American anti-semitism must be 
actively fought. But how conduct that fight? Is 
it only to consist of a barrage of protests and 
counter-propaganda? Of joining an, anti-fascist 
league? Of waiting for a social revolution? Or 








is it also to embrace concrete undertakings de- 
signed to undermine anti-semitism’s base? 


In offering the notion that anti-semitism has an 
economic basis the editors of the New Masses 
are presenting no novel idea. As early as 1898 
the Poale Zionist, Nachman Syrkin, showed mod- 
ern Jew-baiting as neither a passing phenomenon 
of prejudice nor a momentary malevolent caprice 
but rather a factor deeply rooted in contemporary 
capitalist society and as such intertwined with the 
class struggle. Though hatred of the Jew lurks 
in all social strata, Syrkin perceived its potential 
use as a weapon against socialism. Whence he 
prophesied that Jew-baiting was bound to reach 
its “highest degree among the middle classes; 
and the more imminent the approaching triumph 
of the proletariat ... the higher the wave of anti- 
semitism would rise.” Jewish communists of to- 
day advance substantially the same point of view. 
In fact they use almost the precise phraseology of 
Syrkin’s pioneer analysis. Like Syrkin they ar- 
gue: “The revolutionary maturity of the working 
class and the universal crisis in capitalism in the 
great war period constitute the causes for the pro- 
cess of Fascization . . . and as part of the mobili- 
zation . . against the threatening proletarian revo- 
lution, anti-semitism becomes one of the most ef- 
fective weapons of the bourgeoisie for diverting 
and confusing the revolutionary impulse.” Fur- 
thermore, even communists now understand that 
Jews are serving as scapegoats in Germany or in 
Poland, partly because of the abnormal Jewish 
economic condition. Similarly in America. 
Since too large a proportion of American Jews 
are middle-class and too few are engaged in basic 
industries, anti-Jewish propagandists in the United 
States have found it easy to stir up racial and re- 
ligious enmity in order to promote Jew-hatred 
among negroes, professionals, and business men. 


Under the circumstances, mere exposure of the 
machinations of bigotry and fight against fascist 
tendencies (the cure-all prescribed by the New 
Masses) must prove insufficient. If the econ- 
omic sources of anti-semitism are to be dammed 
in the interim before establishing a classless so- 
ciety, the intensity of Jewish competition within 
its present limited field of trades and employment 
ought to be reduced. Some members of the over- 
large Jewish middle-class should be deflected into 
a bigger variety of productive industries. Besides, 
if Jews are to escape the horrors of “‘declassing” 
such as the vast majority of them had to endure 
in Soviet Russia, a greater number, even before 
the social revolution, must turn proletariat. 
Hence the Jewish program against anti-semitism 
should comprehend, in addition to anti-fascism, a 
series of definite efforts to facilitate the entrance 
of Jews into new occupations. 


JEWIsH FRONTIER 


How can that imperative transition be accom- 
plished? Even from the communist standpoint, 
not merely by being “‘fellow-travellers” but also 
by educating Jewish youth to the need of becom- 
ing class-conscious workers. But in the American 
environment no driving force prevents the Jewish 
masses from continuing to drift into the middle 
classes. There are only two ways of transform- 
ing the present American Jewish bourgeoisie into 
a working class: first, a social revolution which 
even Karl Radek and Ambassador Troyanovsky 
admit is not at all imminent; and second, coopera- 
tive and educational enterprises which can at once 
help American Jewry enter new vocations. Among 
these latter activities, Halutzism, or preparation 
for settlement in an unindustrialized country like 
Palestine where Jews as pioneers have to create 
basic industries, can function as a powerful cata- 
lytic. As Poland has so well shown, Jewish youth, 
once offered the opportunity of immediate partici- 
pation in the creating of a Zionist commonwealth, 
has been impelled to transmute its mode of exist- 
ence into proletarian terms. The desire to rebuild 
Jewish life on the basis of equality with the rest of 
mankind generates creative forces. Whence, apart 
from all other considerations, the awakened Jew- 
ish masses, even when ready to “go red”, adopt as 
a means of self-preservation Zionism, as well as 
the battle for parity of Jewish rights in diaspora. 

The Jewish people do not have to be informed 
that the solution of their distinct economic prob- 
lem is closely interlinked with “‘national factors.” 
Even the editors of the New Masses latterly have 
discovered that the Jewish question cannot be 
grasped “without analyzing the complex of econ- 
omic, religious, racial and national factors in- 
volved.” Like orthodox Poale Zion of thirty years 
ago, communists at length concede that the Jews 
as other peoples constitute a nationality which, as 
such, should be “freed from all forms of exploita- 
tion and oppression.”” According to that formula, 
communists should not only favor national rights 
for Jews the world over but also should not op- 
pose Zionism. But what is the communists’ actual 
approach to the Jewish position? All that Soviet 
Russia does (and can do) is grant ‘national mi- 
nority rights” to its own Jews. However, being 
but a scattered minority in the soviet republics, 
Russia’s three million Jews inevitably adopt the 
speech of adjoining larger populations and in the 
process disintegrate. Consequently, they are 
gradually ceasing to be a national entity. Behind 
the external fanfare of colonization in Biro-Bidjan 
and subsidization of Yiddish publications, Russian 
Jewry is dying, perishing both from being a mi- 
nority group and from lack of contact with world 
Jewry and Palestine, the roots of their national 
life. Which illustrates that no single country or 
aggregate of countries in which Jews are but a 
minority can adequately satisfy Jewish needs. 
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Jews can attain a true plane of equality with 
other nationalities only by becoming a majority 
people in some specific territory. Definitely this 
cannot happen in Russia. For historic, cultural 
and economic reasons, the Jewish masses regard 
as their homeland Palestine where without ex- 
ploiting or displacing existing Arab population 
they are reclaiming land, establishing cooperatives 
and evolving an autonomous Jewish life. Com- 
munists who in principle recognize the right of 
the Jewish nation to survive should therefore help, 
not hinder, Zionism. However, in practice, due 
to the Soviets’ game of international politics, com- 
munism sacrifices without compunction Jewish na- 
tional interests. Whence in Palestine communists 
club with exploiting Arab effendis and provoke 
anti-Zionist sentiment (‘anti-semitism’) rather 
than aid workers in laying the foundations of a 
possible socialist commonwealth. Whence the ano- 
maly of a proletariat dictatorship in Russia per- 
secuting workers who sympathize with the cre- 
ation of a socialist society in Palestine. Jews are 
exiled to Siberia and incarcerated as “counter- 
revolutionaries” for the sole crime of being Zion- 
ists. Notwithstanding its avowed pro-Jewish na- 
tionalism in dialectics, communism in actuality pur- 
sues anti-Zionist tactics which, if successful, must 
lead to the ultimate extinction of the Jewish people. 

In America it’s the same story. Here commu- 
nists conveniently forget that they favor a Jewish 
national culture and feign that all will be well 
with American Jewry once the masses join their 
special brand of Jewish-American clubs and fight 
fascism. Since American communists refer to the 
complexities inherent in the Jewish position, they 
cannot be altogether unaware that their program 
is woefully inadequate. Anti-semitism cannot be 
checked, the world ghettoes cannot be destroyed, 
and certainly the Jews cannot be placed on a par 
with other nations unless the Jewish masses take 
their fate into their own hands. The intricate 
Jewish question can be answered only by the Jews 
themselves. No one (not even the world prole- 
tariat) can be expected to fight their battles for 
them or to live their lives. Though the welfare 
of the Jew, like that of any other nationality, de- 
pends on the cooperation and good-will of the 
world, the problem of safeguarding his life and 
future is primarily his own. Of course Jews both 
need and welcome the aid of all socially progres- 
sive forces, who are their natural allies, but it is 
folly to imagine that any one save themselves can 
solve their own peculiar economic, cultural and 
national difficulties. Even social revolution— 
though it may abolish current forms of prejudice 
against the Jew — cannot, as proven in Russia, 
wholly remedy the Jewish situation. Then why 
ignore the necessity for economic stabilization of 
Jewish life in the diaspora? Why malign Zion- 
ism? Why claim that all American Jews need 
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“do about it’ is affiliate themselves with the 
American League against War and Fascism? Is 
it because Jewish communists are interested in 
anti-semitism only in its relationship to fascism 
and because at bottom they are cynically indiffer- 
ent to the fate of the Jewish people? 

This pussy-footing policy concerning the Jew- 
ish national problem is responsible for the com- 
munists’ ridiculously flimsy attitude toward Amer- 
ican anti-semitism. In addition to distributing 
articles by Mr. Spivak and urging alliance. with 
the forces of anti-fascism, Jewish communists 
should embody in their warfare against Jew-bait- 
ing a program for elimination of abnormal Jew- 
ish conditions in America and battle for the estab- 
lishing of Jewish national rights in Palestine and 
diaspora. All this according to their own prem- 
ises. Yet as a matter of fact, American Jewish 
communists contradict themselves and belie their 
own stand. Though glorifying ‘national auton- 
omy”’ for Jews in Russia, they favor assimilation 
for Jews in America. Despite their better knowl- 
edge that Zionists are vitally concerned in normal- 
izing the political, cultural and economic life of 
the millions of Jews who are bound to live in the 
diaspora, communists pretend to believe that 
Zionism proposes mass “flight to Palestine”. The 
effort of a homeless persecuted people to rehabili- 
tate itself in its own country Jewish communists 
maliciously misrepresent as ‘‘exaggerated nation- 
alism” and “imperialism”. Instead of undertak- 
ing to counteract Jew-baiting in a fundamental 
manner and to solve the Jewish question in accord- 
ance with their own professed tenets, like all pu- 
sillanimous, wary, bourgeois-minded Jewish anti- 
Nationalists they content themselves with an 
emasculated project of Jewish-American clubs. 
Those very persons who accuse others of meek- 
ness, retreat, and flight dodge the responsibility 
of earnestly tackling anti-semitism by herding 
themselves in a new separatist conventicle 
which neither can nor will do anything toward re- 
organizing Jewish economic and cultural life. 
Communists may have revolutionary slogans in 
non-Jewish issues but in Jewish affairs they are 
political reactionaries. Though they abhor Naz- 
ism and Capitalism, in the matter of assimilation 
they are not unready to play ball with the Herr 
Neumanns and in questions of anti-Zionism the 
are willing to become auxiliaries of Arab effendis. 
It is not accidental that in common with the ex- 
ploiters of the Arab fellahin, Jewish communists 
ghoulishly have celebrated Jewish massacres in 
Palestine. For the tragedy of Jewish existence 
means nothing to them. To communists anti- 
Zionism is just an implement for supporting So- 
viet international politics and anti-semitism 
merely a garish means of exploiting Jewish agony 
for their own party expansion. : 
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Myth of Arab Exploitation 


THE charge is frequently made by opponents 

of Zionism that Jewish up-building work af- 
fects the economic condition of the Arabs in Pal- 
estine adversely. The number of educated Arabs 
who believe in the validity of these allegations is 
by no means small. 

These charges were in a measure made possi- 
ble by the lack of authoritative official informa- 
tion. Data concerning the changes in population, 
naturally influenced by immigration, was particu- 
larly scarce and this further enabled our enemies 
to spread misinformation. Demographic changes 
are. always the most dependable key to the 
economic conditions of a country. It is well known 
that when the economic situation in a country be- 
comes worse, the following four phenomena in 
the life of the people usually result: a decrease in 
new immigration; an increase in emigration; a 
decrease in birth-rate; and an increase in mor- 
tality. 

And conversely, the improvement of economic 
conditions, naturally attracts new immigration to 
the land, curbs emigration from the land, results 
in an increased birth-rate and a decreased mor- 
tality-rate. (Again it must be pointed out that, as 
regards the last two, other, non-economic factors 
are sometimes influential, especially among primi- 
tive peoples. ) 

Until recently it was precisely on the question 
of changes in demographic tendencies that the Pal- 
estinian Government had no clear information 
which could serve as a basis for valid conclusions. 
We must therefore be content with the results 
of the census taken by the government in Novem- 
ber 1931 and published in 1932. 

The most significant change which the country 
has undergone, and to which the last census bears 
eloquent testimony, is the rapid increase in pop- 
ulation. Relatively speaking, no other country 
can boast of such a rapid growth. In the nine- 
year interval between the first census and the last 
one, the phenomenal broadening of Palestine’s 
absorptive capacity was demonstrated by the fact 
that the number of inhabitants increased from 
757,182, in 1922, to 1,035,821 in 1931. This 
represents an increase of 278,639 souls, or 36.8 
per cent. It includes the increase of Moslems 
by 28.6 per cent, of Christians by 24.1 per cent, 
and of Jews to somewhat more than double the 
previous number. 

In order that we may appreciate more fully 
the real significance of this increase, it suffices to 
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point out that in the neighboring country, Egypt, 
the growth in population in the ten years from 
1917 to 1927 amounted only to 11.1 per cent. 
Thus, the general increase in population in Pal- 
estine has been three times as great as in Egypt, 
and even the increase in the Moslem popula- 
tion in Palestine has been about 2/2 times as 
great as in Egypt. The meager vital statistics 
published about the Arab-Moslem country Iraq 
(Mesopotamia), disclose the fact that in the 
years 1924-1926 the population there was prac- 
tically at a standstill. In 1924 it numbered 
3,161,000 souls, and in 1926 only about 3,175,- 
ooo. The same is true of Transjordania. Ac- 
cording to popular estimate, its population has 
for the past several years fluctuated between 250,- 
000 and 300,000. 

The reason for the extraordinary growth of 
the Palestinian population must be sought in two 
directions: the immigration of new inhabitants 
and natural increase. As regards the first it is a 
known fact that from the end of the War to 1931, 
100,000 new Jewish immigrants settled in the 
country. The question to be asked is: did this 
immigration necessitate an increased exodus of 
Palestinian Arabs? For if there is any validity to 
the charge that the Arab is being displaced by the 
influx of Jews into Palestine, then a phenomenon 
accompanying Jewish immigration into the coun- 
try should be the corresponding emigration of 
Arabs. Let us investigate this question from the 
following three angles: 1) How many Arabs left 
Palestine in the years since the War? 2) What 
was the rate of Arab emigration before the War? 
3) What is the rate of emigration in general in 
the neighboring countries of Syria and Lebanon? 
(These last two, now mandated to the French, 
comprised together with Palestine, one adminis- 
trative unit under the Ottoman Empire before the 
War.) 

According to Government figures, 16,447 Mos- 
lems and Christians, mostly Arabs, emigrated 
from Palestine between 1920 and 1931. During 
the same period there were 9,272 entries and re- 
entries into the country. In other words, in the 
last twelve years, the met number of Arabs who 
left the country was 7,175, or about 600 per 
annum, — which is a negligible number in com- 
parison with the Arab population. This is about 
3 to 4 times smaller than before the War. 

The number of emigrants leaving Syria and 
Lebanon between 1920 and 1930 was 103,386, or 
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about 9,500 each year, as compared with 1400 per 
year from Palestine. In other words, the emigra- 
tion of Arabs from Syria-Lebanon was seven times 
greater than from Palestine, despite the fact that 
the Arab population in the former is only 3!/2 
times greater than that in Palestine. As further 
proof of the above, it is significant that the Immi- 
gration Bureau of the United States estimated 
(in 1929) that the need to emigrate was ten 
times greater in Syria and Lebanon than in Pales- 
tine. 

This proves that the immigration of Jews into 
Palestine did not force out the Arabs and did not 
decrease their number in the country. It also 
demonstrates conclusively that one of the factors 
which has contributed to the rapid growth of the 
Palestinian population, is the marked decline in 
the number of Arabs leaving the country, and that 
this decline in Arab emigration goes hand in hand 
with the influx of Jews into Palestine. 

Now, let us clarify the second factor which con- 
tributes to the increase in population: the birth 
and mortality-rates. In 1931 the birth-rate pro 
mille of the Moslem population was 60.3, and the 
mortality-rate was 29.6. In other words, the nat- 
ural increase among the Moslems was 30.7 per 
thousand. With but slight variations, this same 
condition obtained throughout the years since the 
War. This birth-rate and the rate of natural 
increase are practically without equal anywhere in 
the world. 

Not one of the 46 countries listed in the statis- 
tical year-book of the League of Nations, can, 
according to the figures given therein, compare 
with the Palestinian Moslems. Even the Moslem 
country, Egypt, which also has a large birth-rate, 
does not exceed 43 to 44 births per thousand pop- 
ulation. So, too, with Transjordania which can 
claim only 35 births per thousand population. As 
regards the natural increase (the net of births 
over’ deaths) the following small comparison is 
sufficiently illustrative: 

Per 1000 pop. 


ee 11.2 
EE ae 16.4 
fe re 1625 
Palestinian Moslems ........... 30.7 


We have already stated above that the annual 
mortality rate of Palestinian Moslems is 29.6 per 
thousand population. The percentage is rather 
high in contrast with other countries, but when it 
is compared with the situation in Iraq, for ex- 
ample, it appears that the mortality-rate in the 
latter is considerably greater. In two of the 
three principal cities, Baghdad and Basra, accord- 
ing to figures available until 1930, the number of 
deaths is actually greater than the number of 
births. 

Of especial noteworthiness is the decline in the 
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infantile-mortality rate, among all three religious 
groups in Palestine. Among the Moslems, 200 
out of every 1000 newly-born infants died in their 
first year, according to figures available for the 
years 1924-25, whereas in 1930-31 these figures 
have been reduced to 170-187 deaths per 1000 
infants. Among the Christians (mostly Arabs) 
the infantile-mortality rate in the same period was 
reduced from 152-162 per 1000, to 134 per 1000. 
Among the Jews: from 131-106, to 69-82. It 
must be pointed out, that in the main, the rate of 
infantile-mortality among Arabs is smaller in 
Arab communities situated in the vicinity of Jew- 
ish settlements, and greater in the districts farther 
removed. Thus, for example, Hebron and Gaza 
showed the greatest rate (in 1931), — 237-246 
deaths per 1000 newly-born infants, while on the 
other hand, Acre which is situated near a large 
Jewish urban and agricultural district (Haifa 
and the Emek Jezreel) boasted the lowest infan- 
tile-mortality rate of all Moslems,—110 per 1000 
births. And in Transjordania the rate was 200 
per 1000. Iraq exceeds them all with its extreme- 
ly high infantile-mortality rate. In the three prin- 
cipal cities which maintain some sort of registra- 
tion, the figures are as follows (for 1931): in 
Baghdad—273 deaths per 1000 infants; in Basra 
—233; and in Mosul—389. 

These facts would be sufficient in themselves to 
upset the tower of lies erected by the enemies of 
Zionism for the sole purpose of concealing from 
the Arab masses the truth of the situation, namely: 
that the Jewish immigration to Palestine is a 
blessing to the whole country and its populace. 
Our present task would not be completed if we 
were to content ourselves merely with contrasting 
the situation in Palestine with that in the neighbor- 
ing countries. It is necessary also to analyze the 
processes taking place within the country itself. 

Is the work of the Zionist movement in any 
other way detrimental to the Arabs in the coun- 
try? If it is, if the colonization of the Jews serves 
to hinder the Arabs from earning a living in gen- 
eral, and “drives” the fellah off his land,—then 
this must find its counterpart in: 

1. The continuous exodus of Arabs from the 
centers and vicinity of Jewish colonization and 
their concentration in purely Arab districts, on 
the one hand (we have already demonstrated that 
there is comparatively no emigration to other 
countries). 

2. The decline in Arab population in rural dis- 
tricts and a large movement to the cities (the fel- 
lah who has been “deprived” of his land, certainly 
has nothing left to do in the villages!) 

Should the last census not indicate the above 
two conditions, we have added proof of the lack 
of basis for the contention that the Jewish immi- 
gration to Palestine has wrought material damage 








to the Arabs. It shows that the hue and cry 
which is so falsely raised, and which, by the way, 
is taken up by the Communists in Palestine for 
their own special interests, is for the sole purpose 
of creating enmity and friction between one peo- 
ple and the other. 

When we analyze the figures regarding the dis- 
tribution of Arab population between the cities 
and the rural districts, we find that the same pro- 
portion which obtained in 1922 holds true for 
1931: one-quarter of the Moslem population its 
concentrated in the cities and three-quarters are 
in the villages. In other words, the 28% increase 
in Moslem population between the first and the 
last censuses, was distributed proportionately 
among the urban and the rural communities. Note, 
for the sake of comparison, that in the period 
between 1917 and 1927, the population in the 
three principal Egyptian cities grew by 35%, and 
the rural population in that country increased by 
only 8.4%, while the Egyptian population in gen- 
eral, grew by 11.1%. 

Thus those who allege that the Jews “drive” 
the Arabs off the land find themselves deprived of 
another bit of weighty evidence. For, in Palestine 
we find no Arab urbanization to speak o’, not 
even in the degree in which it appears in Egypt, 
“free” as that country is of Jewish immigration. 

But that is not all. Far from “depriving” the 
Arabs of their land and “driving” the fellaheen 
off the soil, the Jewish colonization centers are 
actually a blessing to whole vicinities and thou- 
sands of Arabs are attracted to our cities and 
villages. 

If we consider the Palestinian cities, it imme- 
diately becomes clear that in most cases the Arab 
population increased precisely in or near cities 
which had a large concentrated Jewish population. 
In cities which are untouched by Jewish immigra- 
tion, we find not only no noticeable progress, but 
on the contrary, sometimes even a shrinkage in 
population. 

An example: in the nine-year period from 1922- 
1931, the Arab population in Haifa grew 87%, 
in Jaffa 61%, in Jerusalem 37%, in Tiberias 
34%. These cities, of course, are centers of Jew- 
ish economic activity. A similar situation exists 
in the Arab cities which are near the Jewish agri- 
cultural settlements: in Beth Shan, the Arab set- 
tlement grew 59%; in Tul Karm, 44%; in Lud, 
39%; in Ramleh, 32%; in Nazareth, Acre, and 
Shifram, from 18% to 22%. On the other hand, 
in Shechem (Nablus), a city wholly without Jews, 
the population only grew some 8% during this 
period. The same is true of Hebron. Gaza and 
Khan Yunis in the southwestern part of the coun- 
try are quite distant from the Jewish settlements 
and actually suffered a shrinkage in population 
during these nine years. 

With few exceptions, it can almost be stated 
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as a law, that the Arab population grew propor- 
tionately and in those sections of the country 
where Jewish immigrants entered and settled the 
land. And conversely, in proportion to their dis- 
tance from Jewish centers, the degree of develop- 
ment of the population in Arab centers diminished 
and very often even entailed a loss in numbers. 

The same is true of the agricultural settlements. 
Space does not permit a detailed analysis of the 
changes taking place in each community. We will 
therefore, consider only the larger villages of 
1090 inhabitants or more, of which there are 135. 
Thirty of these villages are located in sections 
where the Jewish population exceeds a quarter of 
the whole; 20 are in districts where the Jews rep- 
resent only 5% to 15% of the whole population; 
and 85 villages are in districts where there is not 
even one Jewish settlement, or where the Jewish 
population is negligible. 

The census corroborates the fact that Jewish 
settlement is an aid to the development of the 
Arab population, stimulates its growth and secures 
its existence, and that in those sections where it is 
absent, the Arab population retrogresses. 

This same census explodes the “displacement” 
myth which was given such credence by the Arab 
press, by the reports of the Shaw, the Simpson, 
and the French commissions, and by many others. 
These commissions have, in the meantime, how- 
ever, served to poison the hearts and minds of no 
small part of the Arab population against the 
Jewish nation and its great work of regeneration 
and up-buliding. Not without good cause did the 
Arab press find it necessary to ignore or obscure 
the revelations of the census. 

An all-sided investigation, based on the data 
collected by the last census, reveals most clearly 
that during the last decade, in which the scope 
of Jewish colonization was considerably broad- 
ened, certain fundamental and decisive changes 
took place in the economic condition and character 
of Palestine. These changes which made it pos- 
sible for the country to absorb hundreds of thou- 
sands of new inhabitants include a higher standard 
of living and vast improvements in the living con- 
ditions of all inhabitants of the country. This 
makes Palestine very different indeed from its 
neighbors. 

For this distinctly Palestinian characteristic is 
a result of Jewish colonization, and nothing else. 
Jewish colonization is mainly responsible for the 
rapid development of the country and for its sin- 
gular prosperous condition; it has increased the 
population, and was the first to tap the vast econ- 
omic resources of its soil and rivers; it converted 
waste-lands into flowering gardens, drained 
swamps, eradicated many diseases and multiplied 
the fruits of the harvests; it created industry, de- 
veloped commerce, raised the standard of living 
and endowed the land with labor, science and cap- 
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ital; it enriched the coffers of the government 
with the taxes it paid, making possible thereby a 
decrease in the tax-burden of the fellaheen; it 
paid its debts, and finally, it has consistently pro- 
tected the country against the impelling onslaught 
of the depression which has engulfed the whole 
civilized world and now encompasses Syria and 
Egypt. Jewish colonization has given birth to 
myriad possibilities and has opened broad hori- 
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zons in Palestine such as do not exist in any 
other country in the Near East. 

This is the truth of the situation as disclosed 
by the last census. To the degree that this truth 
will penetrate into the hearts and minds of the 
enlightened Arab public, there will be peace, mu- 
tual respect and friendship between two peoples 
whose fates are inseparably bound up with this 
land. 


Much Ado About Biro-Bidjan 


GR pomp and circumstance attended the 

proclamation of Biro-Bidjan as an autonom- 
ous Jewish region. Kalinin sent a telegram prom- 
ising that “‘in the space of eight years Biro-Bid- 
jan will be sufficiently developed to receive the sta- 
tus of a republic’. This exuberant prognostication 
Lavrentiev, the leader of the Communist party in 
the Far East, soon heightened by prophesying that 
the republic would be proclaimed in an even 
shorter time. Thereupon, the Yiddish-communist 
publicity machine began to work overtime. Whole 
continents received glad tidings that the Jewish 
“redemption” had come. No wonder that in the 
New York celebration an inspired rabbi rose to 
bless “the greatest event in Jewish history for the 
past two thousand years”. (Incidentally, did any- 
one take the trouble to inform this rabbi that were 
he to settle in Biro-Bidjan he, as a “professional 
clergyman”, would not be eligible for citizen- 
ship ?) 

By right, Zionists should have been the guests of 
honor at this jubilee. For in the final analysis, the 
entire project of Biro-Bidjan is really a solemn 
confirmation of good orthodox Zionist doctrine as 
enunciated by Moses Hess, Pinsker or Herzl. 
What does a “Jewish republic” imply if not the 
admission that seventeen years after the social re- 
volution there is in Russia a Jewish question which 
can only be solved by emigration? ‘Though Biro- 
Bidjan belongs politically to Russia this cannot dis- 
guise the fact that settlement within that region 
involves emigration. Biro-Bidjan is more than 
5,000 miles distant from the Ukraine and White 
Russia, the chief centers of Russian Jewish popula- 
tion. It is no nearer to Russian Jewry than is 
America, and much further away than Palestine. 
If the communists are serious in their intention, 
then they are attesting the truth of the cardinal 
principle of Zionism: namely, that the Jewish 
question cannot be fundamentally solved without 
a territorial concentration of Jews in a specifically 
Jewish land. Should the Soviet dignitaries wish 
to engage in a thoroughgoing propaganda for 
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Biro-Bidjan, they can save themselves the trouble 
of composing the necessary literature. The com- 
munist theoreticians will hardly demonstrate such 
a thesis better than have Lillienblum, Nordau, 
Syrkin or Boruchov. 

The proclamation of Biro-Bidjan as an auto- 
nomous region is tainted with ‘‘Zionist ideology” 
on still another count. According to the most 
liberal Soviet estimates, there are only 14,000 
Jews among the 60,000 inhabitants of Biro-Bid- 
jan. (James Waterman Wise gives the figure 
10,000 in the November issue of Opinion.) The 
percentage of Jews therefore is not larger than 
in Palestine. The Jews in Biro-Bidjan are still 
a minority. This situation, however, does not 
prevent the Soviet government from designating 
the entire territory as “Jewish”. Thus, a policy 
which communists condemn as “reactionary” and 
‘imperialistic’ when it concerns Palestine 
(though Zionists have never demanded that Pa- 
lestine be declared a Jewish state at the present 
time), does not violate socialist ethics when ap- 
plied to Biro-Bidjan. The Soviet Government 
may claim that the section is insufficiently popu- 
lated and that the economic development intro- 
duced by Jewish immigration will be beneficial to 
the non-Jewish majority. But the same view holds 
for Palestine. Developed by Jewish immigra- 
tion, Palestine has become economically roomier. 
Sixty-four thousand Arabs from Syria, the Sinai 
desert, and other neighboring lands were smug- 
gled into Palestine within the last few years. The 
fact that in a period of increased Jewish immigra- 
tion so large a number of non-Palestinian Arabs 
were drawn to enter the country illegally because 
of the prospects of employment should convince 
the most confirmed skeptic. The Soviet govern- 
ment applies to Biro-Bidjan the same criterion 
that we do to Palestine—namely, that a small pop- 
ulation in an insufficiently inhabitated country 
has no right to a “national sovereignty” which 
would shut out homeless, industrious immigrants. 
To be consistent, the communists should repudiate 
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their old accusation that the Zionists are ‘‘occupy- 
ing’ a strange, Arab country. No matter how 
bitterly Zionism is persecuted in Russia (new ar- 
rests of dozens of Zionists took place in Decem- 
ber), Jews should hail Biro-Bidjan as Zionism’s 
ideological victory over its most hostile op- 
ponents. 

Why then does Biro-Bidjan fail to evoke in 
Zionists the transports of enthusiasm which com- 
munists and some pro-communists display? 

We would approve any serious attempt to col- 
onize Jews in Biro-Bidjan just as we would wel- 
come the settlement of several thousand New 
York or Chicago Jews in agricultural work in 
Texas or California. Ordinarily we would not 
question the Soviet’s motives in settling a number 
of Jews in a distant Asiatic province which may 
become the scene of conflicting international in- 
terests. But when a deliberate attempt is made 
to concoct a new ‘“Messiah-psychosis”, when 
Biro-Bidjan is presented by Jewish communists 
not realistically but, for propaganda purposes, as 
the “Jewish redemption”, almost as a national 
home for world Jewry, we naturally qualify our 
appreciation. 

Unfortunately, our memory is not short. We 
have learned something. from the not-so-distant 
past. This is not the first time in the last thirty 
years that a group of Jews fell into a territorialist 
trance. From 1903 on, we have built ‘Jewish 
states” in Uganda and Angola, in Cyrenaica and 
Mesopotamia, in Texas and in Mexico. In the 
Soviet Union alone, the Jewish “territory” within 
a short period migrated from Crimea to the 
Urals, from the Urals to the Sea of Asof, and 
from the Sea of Asof to Biro-Bidjan. There is 
no logical assurance that a few years hence Soviet 
territorialism will not, for one reason or another, 
shift to the Caucasus or Turkestan. 


We do not say that Biro-Bidjan is unsuitable 
as a territory, no more than we claim that Pales- 
tine, viewed purely geographically, economically 
or politically, is the only country in the world 
with the objective conditions for Jewish mass 
colonization. We know that economically Pales- 
tine has many shortcomings; that there are deli- 
cate political problems. If we had to pick a ter- 
ritory according to practical considerations, we 
are not at all sure that- our choice necessarily 
would have been Palestine. But we are certain 
that the reconstruction of a country for millions 
of scattered people must be a process of organic 
ingrowth rather than of mere transportation. 
Palestine is significant because it was not selected 
calculatingly but because it draws spontaneously 
vast numbers of Jews. 

In order to build a national homeland, Jews 
must have an enduring concentration of national 
will, focussed on a definite object; they must have 
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a powerful “‘fixation’’ which will not be deflected 
by set-backs or mirages. Our cultural and poli- 
tical dispersion has made us unstable and chaotic 
in temperament and purpose. The history of the 
territorialist movement—whose chief activity for 
twenty-five years consisted of “‘the study of geo- 
graphy’’—bares the enthusiasm and discourage- 
ments to which we have been prone. Character- 
istically enough, the same week that hailed Biro- 
Bidjan also brought into the limelight a trio of 
new territorialist projects: French Jews proposed 
to colonize in Syria; a second Jewish group an- 
nounced that it was negotiating with a number of 
governments in Latin America; and other Jews 
became discouraged by the English decree forbid- 
ding the purchase of land in Cyprus. The globe 
is large enough for an ineffectual dissipation of 
unified Jewish will. 

Viewed objectively, Palestine may not be better 
than any other territory, but long factual experi- 
ence has demonstrated that Jews prove persistent 
and energetic where Palestine is involved. No- 
where else have we displayed the same heroic 
stubbornness, despite martyrdom, failure and un- 
believable hardship. The present fabulous de- 
velopment of Palestine and the Hechalutz 
organization of 150,000 bear witness to a well of 
national energy which Palestine and only Pales- 
tine can tap. To label this energy “romantic- 
ism’’, “land-fetishism’’, “national-symbolism’’ or 
“race-infantilism” does not weaken its power: 

Personally I do not believe that Biro-Bidjan 
can become a serious “competitor” of Palestine 
but I should consider it no calamity if, parallel to 
Palestine, another large Jewish center were built 
up. There is no logical reason why Jews, like 
other nationalities, should not become territorial 
units outside of a motherland. I should not ob- 
ject to Professor Mordecai Kaplan’s suggestion 
that we ought to “establish a series of Jewish 
territorial units throughout the world with Pales- 
tine as the central unit”. (The Day, November 
4, 1934). Certainly, if conditions are favorable, 
the present Jewish need is acute enough to war- 
rant the establishment of new Jewish colonies. 
However, according to all present indications, 
such favorable conditions do not obtain in Biro- 
Bidjan. 

Within the past year we have heard the official 
pronouncements, one from President Kalinin and 
the other from Boris Trozky, (the representative 
of “Comzet’’) to the effect that Biro-Bidjan is 
an internal Soviet affair not to be regarded as “‘a 
new Zion for world-Jewry”, as a haven for for- 
eign Jews. After prolonged negotiations, Polish 
organizations managed to secure permission for 
only 1500 Polish Jewish immigrants. It is natural 
for the Soviet to refuse admission to more than 
a limited number of outside Jews who are un- 
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acclimatized to the Soviet ideology. However, 
Russia alone boasts some 3,000,000 Jews. 
Should Biro-Bidjan become a ‘‘Zion” for Russian 
Jews only, plenty of Zionists would hail such an 
outcome as a great historic accomplishment. 

Unfortunately, there are grave doubts as to 
how seriously the government sponsors the pro- 
ject. The promise to change the territory into a 
“republic” may he kept and yet be without sig- 
nificance. Russia has no strict rule determining 
the size of a given local population before it can 
enjoy the rank of a “republic”. A republic may 
consist of any indefinite numerical quantity. Nor 
does the existence of an organization like the 
“Icor”, which for years has been collecting 
money in America with the approval of the Soviet 
government, make us less skeptical. We know 
that Moscow operates with a budget of billions. 
The Soviet is not in the habit of seeking dona- 
tions in outside countries for its other enterprises. 
It is somewhat curious that in this instance the 
pennies of poor foreign Jews should be required. 
Under these circumstances, one does not get the 
impression that the Soviet government is vitally 
interested in the fate of Biro-Bidjan. In a coun- 
try where individual initiative is non-existent, the 
future of an enterprise depends wholly on the 
government’s concern. 


Furthermore, it is hard to see how large masses 
of Russian Jews will be stimulated to migrate to 
Biro-Bidjan.'. There can be no economic stimulus 
because, despite all privileges granted to settlers, 
the conditions of life will be very difficult. With 
the increasing industrialization of Russia, the 
economic status of the Jews there has shown a 
gradual improvement so that an economically less 
desirable locality will hardly attract them. They 
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can only be driven by a spiritual impulse. Within 
the “enlightened despotism” of the Soviet union, 
there can be no more opportunity to develop in 
Biro-Bidjan a free Jewish life unregulated by 
Soviet central supervision and uninspired by Soviet 
dogma, than in Minsk or Vitebsk. The area of 
Biro-Bidjan is large—as large as Belgium and 
Holland combined. Lord Marley’s experts have 
testified that the soil is fertile, but all Jewish 
colonizing experience shows that without a pas- 
sionate pioneering spirit, the difficulties of settling 
a distant, undeveloped tract are insurmountable. 
How can a Jewish Halutz spirit be evolved 
among Russian Jews when Russian Jewish youth, 
due to Soviet policy, is ignorant of Jewish cul- 
tural and national ideals and is assimilating with 
great rapidity? A systematic war waged on all 
expression of Jewish national life, the constant 
mockery, the branding of every manifestation of 
Judaism as “counter-revolutionary” has hardly 
proven fertile soil for the growth of a true 
pioneer spirit among Russian Jews. Without this 
enthusiasm for self-sacrifice, without a moving 
ideal which makes all hardships endurable, the 
declarations and kind intentions of the govern- 
ment become meaningless. True, we may be 
grateful to the Soviet for a graceful gesture. We 
Jews have not been so pampered that we can af- 
ford to disregard the expressed good-will of a 
great country. Such expressions are particularly 
welcome today when Jew-baiting is the chief 
diversion of the European continent. However, 
though we appreciate the Soviet government’s at- 
titude, we are more convinced than ever that only 
Palestine can focalize the Jewish national will 
sufficiently to effect a fundamental change in Jew- 
ish life. 


REVISIONISM: A Self-Portrait 


A WORD OF EXPLANATION: 


Messrs. Aba Achimeir and U. Z. Greenberg have been 
editors of the notorious Revisionist newspaper ‘‘Chazith 
Ha’am” in Tel Aviv. During the last two years Mr. U. Z. 
Greenberg has been editor of the Polish Revisionist weekly 
“Die Welt.” These men are the idols of the Revisionist 
Brith Trumpeldor or Betar. The Revisionist movement 
as a whole has stood firmly behind every scandal and pro- 
vocation perpetrated by them or under their leadership. 
When some moderate Revisionists—who have since then 
left the movement—demanded at a Revisionist World Con- 
ference in 1931, the expulsion of Achimeir, Von Weisl, 
and their friends, they were met with the opposition of 
the majority of the delegates, including Mr. Jabotinsky. 
Revisionists and friends of Revisionism have referred to 
Achimeir in terms of sainthood and martyrdom. One Re- 
visionist editor speaks of Mr. Achimeir’s ‘fanatical earnest- 
ness, fanatical outspokenness, fanatical love of his people 


and truth, and fanatical hate of its violators.” (Our Voice, 
July 1934.) “All that Achimeir and his friends could be 
justly accused of is severe criticism of the Palestine ad- 
ministration for its anti-Zionist policies, and fiery verbal 
assaults upon the Histadrut for its weak attitude toward 
those government policies, and for the despicable physical 
attacks of its adherents upon disagreeing minorities.” 
(August 1934.) It would be futile to enter into discus- 
sions concerning Mr, Achimeir’s love of truth and peace. 
We consider it more useful to make available to those 
readers who have no access to the Hebrew press some 
excerpts from the pens of these men. 

Mr. Jabotinsky is now favoring us with a visit. All 
serious Zionists will, we are sure, expect of him not omly 
his usual brilliant oratory, but also a sober and reasonable 
explanation of his relations with, and his position im, the 
sinister movement of frank Fascist hooliganism, whose 
credo is so unequivocally expressed by U. %. Greenberg, 
Aba Achimeir and their friends, 
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I 
MR. URI ZVI GREENBERG SPEAKS: 


(All quotations are from uncontested documents read as 
gg at the preliminary hearings of the Arlosoroff 
trial.) . 

Excerpts from letters written by U. Z. Greenberg to 
Yevin, editor of Hasith Ha’am, (the Revisionist organ in 
Tel-Aviv) instructing him how to edit his paper: 

“The gang Hasith Ha’am must make itself 
beloved both for its truth and for its holy false- 
_. Js 

“The Ha’am is getting better and better as far as 
propaganda is concerned, and that, after all, is the 
main thing. Again, these subjects ought to be writ- 
ten on: make a great hullaballoo about the Sanbalat 
tragi-comedy—the reception for Lord Reading on 
Zion. Yevin, smear it on thick! Arrange a crying 
headline, ‘About what and in whose name did Arlo- 
soroff confer with Abas Hilmi’1. You are to write: 
‘Jews, you are being deceived, you will be faced with 
a fait accompli’. You ought to make a headline 
something like this: ‘The Shady Romance of the 
Agency, the Palestine Labor Party (Arlosoroff!  Arlo- 
soroff ought to be made a target for the arrows!) 
The Lawrence Group, Abas Hilmi, and the Mufti in 
order to arrive at an idylic understanding concerning 
the form of government’. The affair should spread 
all over the page in small, short chapters. Exaggerate 
as much as possible; many attacks and much bitter- 
ness and many pretensions in the same issue. The 
interests of the shoemakers? in Palestine are unim- 
portant and do not concern me at all. There is more 
important work. We need another type of explos- 
, Fae 

“I urge you to be more active. Talk less with 
people. Work devotedly and diligently, and be cau- 
tious. Call those Sanbalats, ‘Sanbalats!’ Start scan- 
dals. Say they are thieves. This will reverberate both 
in Palestine and in the diaspora .. . .” 

Excerpts from a letter addressed by U. Z. Greenberg to 
Miriam Yevin: 

“Do you think that a death sentence is enough for 
the Sanbalats?3 They ought to be torn to pieces, to 
be eaten by mice. . .” 

Excerpt from a speech delivered at the Revisionist 
Youth Conference in Warsaw and reported in the “Haint’’: 

“Jewish pacifism is the greatest historical lie: Even 
Moses said: “Thou shalt leave no soul alive’. He 
was a Maximalist. The prophet said: ‘Happy shall 
he be that dashes your little ones against the stones.’ 
The Rabbis of later generations were also Maximalists, 
and conducted themselves according to the most rigor- 
ous laws, as we see in the case of Spinoza’s excom- 
munication. Only when Palestine will be ours shall 
we be able to permit ourselves to be pacifists. The 
‘Biryonim’ * now under arrest ought to serve us as 
symbols of true Jewish fighters for liberty. The 
documents that were discovered in their possession are 
the true gospel . . . .” 





(1) Abas Hilmi, a former Khedive of the Soudan, mad - 
successful attempts to enter Palestinian politics a few — Pre 
bal oo 3 — a rumors concerning nego- 

ions een mi a a“ resumal resen’ 
the Zionist cx _ rlosoroff, who p bly rep ted 
8 ers to a united action on the part of Arab and Jewish 
ge who demanded that the government raise import duties 

(3) Sanbalat is generally accepted as a name for traitor. Hi: 
torically, Sanbalat was the leader of the Samaritans who, haan 
diately after the Babylonian exile, interfered with and hindered the 
rebuilding of the second temple and the reconstruction of the coun- 
try. Sanbalat is Mr. Uri Zvi Greenberg’s pet name for Labor Zionist. 

(4) Biryonim, literally hooligans, is the name of a group of terrorists 
during the Jewish struggle against Roman domination in the Ist 
century A.D. Greenberg uses it here in reference to the Revisionist 
terrorist group, “Brith Biryonism”. 
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I 
MR. ABA ACHIMEIR SPEAKS: 


(All quotations are from uncontested documents read as 
evidence at the preliminary hearings of the Arlosoroff 
trial.) 


Excerpt from Achimeir’s Diary: 


“We must create groups for action to exterminate 
the ‘Histadrut physically: they are worse than Arabs: 
b5 into their gatherings... .” 

“We are not in need of flowers, O daughters of 
Sarah Aaronson; ® we need at least daggers. When 
one of your young men or women is released don’t 
offer him a gift of flowers; the least you can give 
him is a dagger... .” 

“I am creating a group of followers from among 
the communists: I have already explained concerning 
this new orientation, that we are ready to ally our- 


Excerpt from a letter addressed to Revisionist youth in 
Poland: 

“Boys, you can send to the Devil all the General 
Zionists in the Revisionist Party. Better learn how 
to handle a gun... .” 

Excerpts from ‘“‘Megilat Hasikrikin’”’: 

“The concept ‘political crime’, is one whose crim- 
inality is of a purely subjective nature: the criminal 
and those in league with him not only refuse to see 
it as a crime, but regard it an act of positive 
ere 

“Sicarii7 arise because they realize that they are 
self-sacrificing volunteers, and that the act of murder 
will be regarded by many as an heroic deed and a 
positive achievement. Therefore the Sicari is respon- 
sible for his deed only juridically ... .” 

“The terror of Sicari is carried through by anony- 
nymous heroes. Their state of mind compels them to 
murder and makes them prepared to be mur- 
a 

“Only he who is prepared to be killed is also cap- 
able of killing. And if it interests you, reader, the 
writer of these words prays to God for a Zionism of 
this emt. ...° 


Excerpt from a speech made by Achimeir, delivered at 
Haifa, and given by Mr. Schlang in evidence at the Arlo- 
soroff trial: 


“You're no students: you're just so much molasses. 
There isn’t one among you capable of committing 
murder after the fashion of those German students 
who murdered Rathenau. You lack that nationalist 
spirit which dominated the Germans . . . . Not one of 
you is capable of murder after the manner in which 
~~ Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg were mur- 
re 


III 


MR. VLADIMIR JABOTINSKY: 


“I TAKE MY HAT OFF TO MY FRIEND AND 
TEACHER ABA ACHIMEIR!” (Jewish Morning Journal) 


(5) We supply b. for the Hebrew letter Pei, which, during the 
Arlosoroff trial, was construed to stand for the Hebrew word Petza- 
tzoth, meaning bombs. 

(6) Sarah Aaronson was the leader of a small group of Palestinian 
Jews, who, during the World War, were in the service of the 
British government, as non-professional spies for Jewish patriotic 
reasons, She and a few others were caught by Turkish authorities, 
and brutally put to death. 

(7) Josephus in “Wars of the Jews, Book II Chap. XIII Par. 3, 
refers to the Sicarii as follows: “When the country was purged of 
these, there sprang up another sort of robbers in Jerusalem, which 
were ‘called Sicarii, who slew men in the daytime, in the 
midst of the city.” Revisionist leaders such as Aba Achimeir and Uri 
Zvi Greenberg, have repeatedly. announced that the Revisionists are the 
modern heirs of the Sicarii. “Abba Sicarii” is one of Aba Achimeir’s 
pseudonyms. 
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REVIEWING THE 
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ARTS 


LA SCALA AND ITS DIBBUK 


Most opera librettos are dreadful events, and it would 
be poor sport to take Signor Renato Simoni to task because 
his I] Dibuk* for Ludovico Rocca’s opera is in the tradi- 
tion. If I examine what happened to Anski’s masterpiece 
as a La Scala opera in Milan, I do so first because we have 
no opportunity as yet of discussing the music, and sec- 
ondly because it should be amusing to make the acquaint- 
ance of Jewish dibbukim taking on Latin temperament. 
Anski’s creation always makes for good theatre, theatre 
not very far removed from that folk experience of actual 
evil spirits exorcised through the traditional small toe by 
competent saints. A good cast lifts the play to the level 
of something like poetry; a bad one never descends lower 
than agreeable anthropology. Signor Rocca, who is not a 
Jew, dared to essay the fable, and Signor Simoni under- 
took the Latinization of form and sensibility. 

The action begins with critical affairs in heaven, where 
the matrimonial pact between Sender and Nyssen is conse- 
crated, then recorded and celebrated in a vast Italian 
choral liturgy. Talmud students, the beadle Maier, a few 
professionally praying individuals, musty Faustian tomes, 
hushed voices, a symposium on miracles—these are in the 
operatic background. Meanwhile Nyssen’s son, Hanan, 
has a rather concrete function for a mystic-at-large; he is 
the wanderer after a predestined spouse, his soul-mate 
Leah. What with the opposition of Leah’s avaricious 
father, Sender; what with his despair of divine assistance, 
Hanan has recourse to Cabala (7.e., after Signor Simoni’s 


conception). As Leah enters the synagogue, she sings 
with Hanan a duet of passion without hope. But Sender, 
of short memory, arrives to dissipate the situation by an- 
nouncing Leah’s betrothal to the rich merchant Menashe. 
Whereupon Hanan blasphemes reasonably enough, and 
dies through evil powers. A mysterious Messenger re- 
primands Sender, but silence and loneliness gain over the 
expired young Cabalist. 

In the second act Simoni and Rocca use the nuptial 
feast, the bride’s dance with the beggar, a dance of pogrom 
victims, a ghostly duet between Hanan and Leah, the 
bride’s rite over her mother’s tomb, and her final trans- 
figuration as she becomes possessed of the dibbuk. 

The third act progresses to that famous rabbinical trial 
where Sender, the promise-breaker, must part with half his 
fortune, and where the Rabbi successfully drives the dib- 
buk from Leah. But now Hanan’s soul sings as a wan- 
derer in a greater void, and Leah promptly goes into her 
unearthly trance. Then the lovers sing of their frustrated 
happiness and chant a lullaby to their unborn children. 
As Leah dies, her ghost is united with Hanan’s, and 
heaven bursts into hosannas over the triumph of divine 
prescription. Here it is reported that the audience cheered 
for twenty-one curtain calls, having been greatly impressed 
by these grotesque and tragic elements. It was, of course, 
an audience familiar with the opera Faust, and one that 
had the advantage of concentrating on Signor Rocca’s 
music, instead of on Signor Simoni’s curious libretto. 


PETER BLUME 


Peter Blume, a young painter of twenty-eight, is the 
winner of the prize given by the-Carnegie Institute’s Inter- 
national Exhibition for 1934. His pictures represent the 
tendency that will predominate in the American galleries 
for some time to come. To describe their composite effect 
would be to take stock of a preference for industrial land- 
scape: bridges, factories, boats and harbors. These are the 
new architectural complexities put down on canvas, treated 
with a masculine taste for social utility in the environment 
and massive planes in the setting. The camera is put to 
shame by meticulous craftsmanship, clean-sweep surfaces, 
and sharply outlined forms. Natural appearances are sim- 
plified by stylization. The logic of events and places is 
served to the eye with a fantastic freedom in combining 
realistically unmated elements. 

How does this work out concretely? Take Blume’s 
“Parade”: Against a factory landscape, organized with a 
deliberate sanity and clarity in each plane and cylinder, 
a worker is parading with a coat-of-mail suit stuck on a 
pole like an effigy. Is there logic? Does it signify (as 
somebody thought) two civilizations without mutual recog- 
nition, and that sort of thing? Blume would be the first 
to cry nonsense. But neither would he allow it to be said 
that he used no objective logic at all. He is not, certainly, 
after any sort of nicely contrasting forms and textures. 
The success of Peter Blume, and painters of his genre, 
depends on avoiding symbolical nonsense at one end, the 
purist pose at the other, and achieving something positive 
at the same time. It is Philip Soupault who tries to tell 
us the simple truth about Blume and what he is after. 


*IL DIBBUK, Libertto in Italian, G. Ricordi & Co., 
N. Y. C. New York Times, June 3, 1934. 


He might be trying to explain a dozen other young Amet- 
ican painters, quite as good as Blume. I paraphrase Sou- 
pault’s French dictum: Blume has seen the United States 
from the inside. He has no imported European lyricism. 
He has discovered the peculiar light which bathes American 
landscape—metallic, brutal, absolute. Everything becomes 
simpler, more obvious. He does not improvise. Here 
Soupault is claiming a good deal for Blume, particularly 
in the first and last sentences. Perhaps Peter Blume makes 
these points more individual when he examines in The 
New Republic (Oct. 31, 1934) what has happened in 
fifty years of violent credos in a violent world of art: 
“What has happened to the Muse? She certainly has 
changed. She has been through the War. She isn’t 
dressed in that long Grecian robe any more. She has a 
strange costume, or rather a miscellany of costumes—a 
short dress in broad loud checks, an old brocaded cape 
with oriental embroidery held together with a cameo 
brooch, finely cut; she has the remains of an old Grecian 
sandal on one foot, and on the other a glittering rhine- 
stone dancing slipper... . Her mouth, which was al- 
ways parted in a Grecian half-smile, looks drawn and 
sharp from passion and hard laughter. Instead of a shy 
expression, poised in reminiscence, she stares at you 
frankly, but there is a confused look on her face, and 
around her everybody is bestirring himself for battle. She 
certainly will have to shed some of these funny garments.” 


The Muse will have to shed some funny garments, but 
so must Blume’s conception as it matures. Our concern 
is that when all the shedding is done there be more to see 
than one of Cocteau’s film ladies in the movie manner of 
The Blood of a Poet. IstDORE ABRAMOWITZ. 
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East: Side: in ‘Fresco Painting 
eeciis @ By Lucienne Bloch and Stephen Dimitroff 


UCIENNE BLOCH was born in Geneva, Switzerland, and is a daughter of Ernest Bloch, the well-known Jewish 
composer. She spent a good part of her childhood in the United States and studied art here and also in France, 
with Antoine Bourdelle, Andre Lhote and at the Beaux Arts. She became an assistant of Diego Rivera, the 
Mexican fresco painter, when he came to New York for his show at the Museum of Modern Art in 1931. Miss Bloch 
was the official photographer of the Diego Rivera murals in Rockefeller City. It was she, working on a scaffold with Mr. 
Dimitroff, who took pictures of the murals with a camera hidden in her blouse after guards had been posted to prevent 
such photography. They wanted the photographic record to prove that the disputed head of Lenin, which Rivera painted 
on the wall, had been sketched in weeks before and was not “sneaked in” after the Rockefellers had approved the murals. 

Stephen Dimitroff was born in Bulgaria and came to this country when he was ten. years old. He worked his 
way through school, stayed four years in an automobile factory in Flint, Michigan, and studied art there. When Rivera 
was painting in Detroit he became his assistant. Both he and Miss Bloch helped Rivera on the Rockefeller Center job 
and on the frescos at the New Workers School in New York. When Rivera left for Mexico they stayed in the U. S. 
to start painting frescos of their own. The wall at Madison House is their first mural. It was made without subsidy 
of any kind, either from the Government art projects which would not help, or from the Madison House itself, which 
had no funds. A few private individuals were approached but the entire sum needed for material and expenses was 
never even half found, and the work was done, therefore, under very difficult circumstances. 


A NOTE ON THE MURAL: thought that the location of Madison House, in the midst 
I 


of the East Side slums would be an ideal situation for a 

RT is a high-brow thing to the people of the lower popular painting, not the kind that hangs in the brocaded 

A East Side in New York. They don’t have the carfare P4rtment of some “art patron,” but one right in the tene- 
or the shoes to go to the uptown museums to see paintings ™<" district, painted for its people. 

having no connection with their lives. Knowing this, we Our subject is the life of the slums in relation to the 


PRR. Zs 





East Side mural “Painted for the 
people of the lower East Side 
slums.” 
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present conditions in America. We show the rich corn 
and wheat fields burning, the cotton uprooted, the milk 
spilled, all in juxtaposition to dreary breadlines. We 
show the glittering skyline of Wall Street and the piling up 
of armaments; death-trap tenements still standing, a breed- 
ing place for mental and physical disease; desperation, and 
worse of all, Apathy. A parade of unemployed with signs 
saying: We Want Work, Down With Imperialist War, 
shows the slow awakening of the slum victims. Inside, in 
the settlement house itself, the young people are starting 
to take the housing problem into their own hands. The 
genius and life of the lower East Side is shown through 
the little children who crowd the mural. They are Greeks, 
Italians, Jews. They are of the black and yellow races. 
They have discarded their cards, toy tanks, and tin soldiers, 
and are building model houses with large windows, toy 
farms, and factories, things which will be built only when 
the paralyzing effect of extreme poverty and racial —* 
are uprooted by the united efforts of all oppressed people. 

We believe that this is the only solution for the Jewish 
and other minority classes. In our fresco we have painted 
the Jew between a Negro and the blond Aryan boy; he is a 
little fellow with a jolly mop of black hair. He gazes 
with intensity at the farm and the factory which he and 
his comrades have built. 

All the figures in the mural were painted from life. The 
children loved to pose. They understood the meaning of 
the painting from the very beginning and they knew it was 
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theirs. Though many of the older people rebelled at the 
subject matter we felt that such a reaction was already a 
sign of awakening. LUCIENNE BLOCH. 


II 

U’ took us about five months to complete the mural at 

the Madison House. One month was spent in gather- 
ing data and composing the sketch, more than two months 
in preparing the wall, and one month and a half in paint- 
ing the fresco. We had to tear down the existing sand- 
finished wall which was full of cracks, and replaster it 
with three different mixtures of lime, marble dust, and 
cement, allowing one week between each coat for the 
plaster to dry. Then we enlarged our sketch on the wall 
and when it was passed by the committee for the mural, we 
began to paint. Each morning the portion to be painted 
that day was plastered with two different new coats of 
lime and marble dust and polished till it shone. The same 
day that space was painted and finished completely while 
the plaster was moist. We used powdered color very finely 
ground with water. The chemical reaction of the lime on 
this water color fixes the color forever. It is impossible to 
retouch the portion _—_ once the plaster dries. This 
takes about twenty hours. When the mural is finished 


in this manner nothing is added to it, no varnish or drying 
fixture of any kind. We found fresco the most beautiful 
medium for painting. There is a glow in its marble and 
lime base that is equalled by no other type of painting. 
STEPHEN DIMITROFF. 


In the Madison House at 226 
Madison Street in New York 
City. 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


A COMMUNICATION 


(The subject of Mr. Adamic’s discussion is our December 
editorial ““Adamic And His Thirty Million’ based on his 
article “Thirty Million New Americans’ which appeared 
in the November issue of Harpers.) 


I QUITE agree with your suggestion that the final solu- 

tion of the immigrant second-generation, and general 
minority-group problems in this country, as elsewhere, will 
finally be worked out and can be worked out entirely, only 
on principles of economic and social justice and sanity. 
I don’t see why you decided to pick an argument with me 
on that point. It seems to me that you didn’t read the 
last section of my article, which begins as follows: “I 
realize, of course, that the problems (of the New Ameri- 
cans) is closely tied up with the socio-economic system 
under which we live; that, next to their being more or less 
strangers here, the worst factors behind the inferiority feel- 
ings of these millions of New Americans are poverty and 


its sister-evil, ignorance, both of them brought over by the. 


immigrants and then fostered by conditions here; and that 
the cure for most of the second-generation ills lies, ulti- 
mately, in the solution of our socio-economic problem.” 
Nor does it appear from your editorial that you read the 
rest of that paragraph, which goes as follows: “I doubt, 
however, whether the latter problem will be quickly and 
satisfactorily solved in this country if we permit to develop 
in our population a vast element, running into tens of 
millions, which is oppressed by acute feelings of inferiority 
and, largely as a result of those feelings, is becoming actu- 
ally inferior human material—bewildered, politically neu- 
tral, economically unaggressive, prepared to live meekly, 
slavishly on the dole, and culturally nowhere. If this 
element is left alone in the face of its growing economic 
difficulties and rising prejudice against it on the part of 
“patriotic” older Americans, there soon will be no help 
for it. I imagine that hundreds of thousands of New 
Americans already are hopeless as potential constructive 
elements in any sort of vital, progressive civilization and 
culture; and if their number is permitted to increase, they 
will . . . profoundly affect the 0 of this country in a 
way that no one would want to see it affected.” 
Elsewhere in the article I have this passage, which evi- 
dently also made no impression upon you: “Some of the 
New Americans turn these feelings of inferiority inside 
out and become chauvinistically perl only their chau- 
vinism has no basis in any vital feeling. It is insincere, 
empty, mere lip-service, intended only to impress the dom- 
inant Anglo-Saxon element, with which they have to cope; 
and hence worse—for the development of their own char- 
acters—than chauvinism that has some basis in conviction 
or feeling in racial or national background. And where 
there is any sincerity in this sort of “patriotism,” it is based 
solely on shallow materialistic concepts, which they have 
picked up in school and elsewhere. “This is the greatest 
country . . . we have the biggest buildings . . . the best ice 
cream . . . more bathtubs than all the rest of the world, 
etc.” Without realizing it, those New Americans are ready 
for almost any sort of shallow, ignorant nationalist or fa- 
scist movement which will not directly attack the new racial 
strains in America’s population; and some of them per- 
haps would have no great trouble in bringing themselves 
to deny their parents, pose as old-stock Americans, and 
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serve even a movement which would terrorize the immi- 
grants and their children as the Hitler movement in Ger- 
many terrorized the Jews.” 

The central idea of my article (which I ask you to read 
again from beginning to end) is that much can be done 
through the existing social, educational, and other cultural 
institutions, and under the existing system, to fight these 
dangerous feelings of inferiority in the New Americans— 
dangerous to practically everybody, every movement, every 
idea, except the fascists and fascism, the forces and ideas 
which aim to hold back progress and history. You don’t 
agree with my idea. You say it’s futile to do what I sug- 
gest. “Again and again have (the Jews) laboriously dem- 
onstrated that Jews played an important role in the making 
of this country . . . and yet thoroughly Americanized 
Jews are afflicted with an inferiority complex.” Demon- 
strated to whom? I think mostly to themselves. Not to 
their fellow citizens of other racial strains. 


THE EDITORS: 


Mr. Adamic misses the point of our criticism. We are 
in perfect accord with his notion that the problem of Amer- 
ica’s thirty millions can be ultimately’ worked out “only 
on principles of economic and social justice, and sanity’. 
Since there is no controversy on this point he need not ask 
us to re-read his article. We differ on an entirely different 
matter. In our opinion, Mr. Adamic overestimates what 
can be accomplished by a mere instilling of respect for 
“backgrounds in the old countries” (which we heartily ap- 
prove), and by pleading with the “patriotic older Ameri- 
cans” for a change of attitude towards the rest of the pop. 
ulation (which we deem quite futile). As we have already 
pointed out, many Jews are alive to the significance of their 
own culture and for years have been engaged (more or 
less successfully) in educating others on the value of Jewish 
contribution to American civilization. ..And yet Jews do 
not escape the effects of “acute feeling of inferiority’. 
Mr. Adamic himself argues that it is impossible and un- 
desirable “to make offspring of Lithuanians and Serbians 
into Anglo-Saxons”. He must therefore be aware that the 
root of the evil lies in the current belief that there is (or 
should be) a “pure’’ Anglo-Saxon type to which all others 
must conform. If this be true, then the remedy should be 
sought in creating a concept of American life based on a 
“cultural pluralism” rather than on a deadening “assimi- 
lationist’” uniformity. Without such change American life 
will ever continue to be haunted by menacing shades of 
inferior and superior stocks. It is this thought (logically 
inherent in Mr. Adamic’s own ideas) that we are pressing 
on his attention. Why be annoyed at the suggestion that 
the problem he propounds is unusually complicated? Mr. 
Adamic is one of the few pioneer voices in American let- 
ters raised on behalf of the inarticulate millions arrogantly 
shoved aside as “aliens” and as belonging to “inferior 
stocks”. In this battle for the parity of all groups in 
America, radically-minded Jews, particularly the Socialist- 
Zionists, have been and are his natural co-fighters. Instead 
of taking offense, Mr. Adamic should be willing to profit 
from Jewish experience in a field which avowedly he has 
just begun to investigate. 
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From The Ill Reich im Caricature 





A Hoffmeister 


“Now We’rRE ALL TUNED UP!” 


Correspondence 


A RUFFLED READER 


Sir:— 

I take issue with your analysis of Louis Adamic’s article 
in your December editorial of the “Jewish Frontier”. You 
give the impression that the author of “Dynamite” and 
the “Return of the Native’ has turned dilletante and is 
going in for the costume-party theory of American life. 
You infer that Adamic is not aware of the economic basis 
of the maladjustment of these thirty million new Americans. 
The fact is that Adamic is as keenly aware of the wage- 
bonadge of our culture minorities as any of the editors 
of the Jewish Frontier. He draws the significant conclusion 
(almost a revelation to most American readers) that those 
second generation Americans who have some pride of an- 
cestry, and some knowledge of and loyalty to the folkways 
of their fathers are more vigorous, spunky, resourceful 
and thus less subject to exploitation than those who are 
ashamed of their foreign origin. The philosophy and 
practice of cultural pluralism in our American schools 
would help remove an inferiority complex which not only 
robs America of the creative vitality of millions of its 
young citizens but the labor movement of a self-respecting 
militant rank and file, 


The article seemed to me a “natural” for the mind-set 
of the Jewish Frontier. I was more than surprised to see 
it so unjustly evaluated. 


° A-RUFFLED BUT EAGER READER 


(We did not suggest that Mr. Adamic is unaware of the 
economic factors responsible for the plight of the New 
Americans. Only the over-ruffled sensitivity of a too eager 
reader could have detected such inference or attributed to 
Mr. Adamic the ideal of “cultural multiplicity’. Had Mr. 
Adamic advocated the latter concept, our editorial would 
not have taken issue with some of his conclusions.— 
THE EDITORS) 
EXCERPTS 

Among the numerous letters of appreciation and reaction 
to the debut of the Jewish Frontier we read: “I notice a 
plethora of technical terms and phrases which the writers 
borrow from Zionist literature overseas . . . perhaps this 
accounts for failure of Socialism in America. Words are 
the precipitations of our culture. . . . We can no more 
appropriate words than personality. Our idiom should 
reflect... America... .” A well-known author writes: 
“Your magazine comes very close to the category of the 
publications for which we all do, occasionally, work for 
nothing; nevertheless it does not seem fair to ask us to 
do that, any more than you or any of us would ask printers 
to do the same. . . . We are all working very hard trying 
to pay the rent, and have very little time and energy left 
for labors of love. . . . I hope I’m not too rude and mean 
and uncooperative. I thought it might help to be honest 
about it... .” We should like to go down on record as 
a publication which pays at least part of the rent for labors 
of love. All writers who unfortunately live by writing, 
please note! 
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BOOK»s 


@ ON SOVIET NATIONALISM 


R. KOHN has written a brief but keen and provocative 

analysis of the phenomenon of nationalism in the 
Soviet Union. Particularly illuminating is his treatment of 
the subject not as an isolated and disjointed policy but as 
an integral part of the “faith and philosophy” which we 
call Communism. For the uncompromising monism of 
Communist thought would scarcely permit so important a 
policy as that relating to the national question to remain 
unassimilated to the general body of doctrine. Therefore, 
the author’s contention that the national policy of the Soviet 
Government is comprehensible only when examined in the 
light of the Communist ideal—a view, incidentally, which 
constitutes the central theme of the book—appears thor- 
oughly convincing to the present reviewer. 


The introductory chapters of the book seek to indicate 
the background of the Russian national problem as well 
as the ideological basis of the present society into the 
framework of which the national policy has been welded. 
Russian vaccilation between East and West gives way, at 
last, under the present regime, to a bold and thorough- 
going effort at Westernization. However, it is only west- 
ern science and technique, and the faith in progress, which 
have been incorporated into the Russian scheme of things. 
The middle-class ideals of the West, and supernatural re- 
ligion, have been rejected along with every phase of life 
and every institution which have been permeated by other- 
worldliness and capitalist enterprise. 

The “New Faith” of Communism is revealed in a bril- 
liant and subtly amusing chapter. What a striking parallel 
to the universalism of medieval faith! We find the same 
fervor and missionary zeal; the same “claim to absolute- 
ness”; the uncompromising tone which rises from an un- 
shakable conviction that one possesses a “monopoly of val- 
idity” ; the appeal to authority which so often transforms 
a secular discussion into an “exegesis of the sacred writ- 
ings’; the sharp division of humanity into believers and 
unbelievers; the readiness to sacrifice a life or a generation 
in order to achieve salvation. The goal, or salvation, how- 
ever, while resembling the religious ideal of brotherly har- 
mony and lasting peace, differs radically in at least one 
essential feature. Man’s role is dynamic rather than pas- 
sive; not an inscrutable God but man, perfected and en- 
nobled, and master of the forces of nature, will usher in 
the classless society and put an end to force, suffering and 
want. 

In this pattern of Communist thought, Dr. Kohn skill- 
fully marks the threads of national policy as they were 
spun out of the fertile brain of Lenin and woven into the 
fabric of the proletarian state and culture. Lenin associ- 
ated nationalism with bourgeois society and looked to its 
gradual disappearance (certainly to the disappearance of 
political nationalism) under Socialism. However, this view 
did not obscure his sense of reality, and Lenin reckoned 
with the fact that national groups existed and would con- 
tinue to exist for a long time. One must, therefore, avoid 
hurting national susceptibilities and prevent national op- 
pression so as not to stimulate national consciousness and 


NATIONALISM IN THE SOVET UNION, by Hans 
Kobn. Columbia University Press. $2.50. 





conflict. Peace and cooperation among the proletarians of 
all national groups were essential requisites for the realiza- 
tion of the ultimate goal of socialism, and for that reason 
only Lenin compromised with nationalism. 

The practical application of Lenin’s theory has resulted 
in the creation of a multi-national state in which territorial 
autonomy is vouchsafed the various peoples of the Soviet 
Union, and no pride of race or manifestation of national 
superiority is tolerated. Moreover, the policy of indus- 
trializing the outlying provinces will have the effect of 
raising the economic and cultural level of the backward 
peoples and, at the same time, create a native proletariat 
which will in time supersede the “foreign’’ elements that 
have been ruling the various peoples. In cultural matters, 
too, the Soviet Government plays no favorites. There is 
no official language, and government leaders are required 
to learn the language of the local population among whom 
they find themselves. In fact, some ancient and backward 
languages have been modernized and rendered adequate to 
the needs of modern life, and every effort is made to train 
native teachers who might take the initiative in disseminat- 
ing the new ideals among the masses of their own people. 

However, it would be a mistake to assume that the peo- 
ples of the Soviet Union enjoy either self-determination in 
the political sense, or cultural autonomy. Dr. Kohn makes 
the very significant point that the various autonomous gov- 
ernments are really little more than executive organs which 
carry into effect the decisions of the Communist Party. 
To be sure, the peoples of the Soviet Union enjoy equality 
of rights, but “‘it is an equality before the law . . . of the 
Communist Party Similarly, the various peoples 
enjoy lingual but not cultural autonomy. With the excep- 
tion of the Hebrew language, which is suppressed, people 
are free to employ any language, any cultural medium, but 
the cultural content is rigidly prescribed. And the cultural 
content is the “Communist faith.” This doctrine may be 
preached in any tongue, but there can be no deviation from 
the creed,—the program set by the Communist Party for 
the training of the masses. Moreover, the peoples of the 
Soviet Union, the Jews for example, are denied cultural 
contact with members of their nationality outside of Russia; 
nor may they preserve and perpetuate their cultural heritage 
of the past. The Jews of Russia, like all the other nation- 
alities in the Soviet Union, may preach human brotherhood 
and peace in the Yiddish language, but the ideal, the goal, 
must be the one which Marx visualized and Lenin inter- 
preted, not the equally sublime vision of the prophets and 
sages. 

a of the Soviet Union and of nationalism will be 
grateful to Dr. Kohn for his illuminating little book. It 
is to be regretted, however, that he did not see fit to de- 
scribe more fully the development and present status of 
“Pan-Russian chauvinism” and particularly the “local na- 
tionalism’’ which he mentions in passing. These pheno- 
mena may perhaps explain some of the “deviations” which 
are all too readily stigmatized as reactionary and counter- 
revolutionary. It would also have been interesting to dis- 
cover to what extent, if at all, the smaller peoples are be- 
ing assimilated in cultural background and even in language 
to the numerically preponderant Russian element. Finally, 
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the reviewer would have liked to see Dr. Kohn explore the 
possibilities inherent in Stalin’s policy of relegating the 
world revolution to the distant future and concentrating 
upon the industrialization and socialization of the Russian 
domains. Perhaps some elements of traditional nationalism 
might be discovered in the unfolding of this policy. How- 
ever, it is no doubt unkind to ask for more when the author 
has just produced a very good book. 


Oscar I. JANOWSKY. 


PARABLE FOR THE OPPRESSED 


THE FORTY DAYS OF MUSA DAGH by Franz 
Werfel. The Viking Press. $3.00. 


wt “The Forty Days of Musa Dagh”’ has been listed 
merely as “undesirable”, while Helen Keller’s in- 
flammatory works have been proscribed, remains one of the 
mysteries of Nazi censorship. The German government is 
displaying unfamiliar restraint in not banning the most elo- 
quent indictment of the oppressor by the oppressed that has 
as yet ew Perhaps the parallel is too deadly to be 
admitted. 


The novel deals with the Turkish persecution of the 
Armenian minority during the World War. In 1915 the 
ultra-nationalist young Turks, originally a rallying point for 
liberal, anti-monarchist elements, launched a new policy— 
the systematic extermination of the Armenians who had 
lived in their midst for generations. It was not a question 
of a sporadic massacre but of a calculated government policy 
which would free Mohammedan Turkey of the Christian 
Armenian, alien in race and religion. The Armenians sub- 
mitted helplessly to the decree of exile, which meant death, 
except for one group of several thousand who retreated 
to the mountain of Musa Dagh—the mountain of Moses— 
and held it for forty days till rescued by a French battle- 
ship. This historic incident, forgotten in the major ca- 
lamities of the World War, serves as the basis for a story 
of epic grandeur and sweep. 


Gabriel Bagradian, of the rich Armenian importing house 
of Bagradian, has lived in Paris since his childhood. By the 
age of thirty-five, completely assimilated, married to a 
Frenchwoman, he is more at home in the capitals of Europe 
than in his native Armenia. A twist of fate brings him 
back, with his wife and son, to the village of his birth, 
just at the outbreak of the World War. Unable to disen- 
gage himself from the destiny’of his people, he remains 
and becomes the leader of the heroic resistance on Musa 
Dagh. 


No Jew can read Werfel’s great novel without instinc- 
tively substituting “Jew” for “Armenian” and “Nazi” for 
“young Turk”. The analogy is nowhere stated but is so 
profound and pervasive as to be the more effective. History 
here serves not only to illuminate but to symbolize. The 
martyred Christian Armenians become the protagonists of 
every martyred race; the rabid “young Turks’, the symbol! 
of that virulent fascist-nationalist demagoguery which has 
become the scourge of Europe. 


The analogy holds in minor details as well as in the 
major conception. As a Turkish citizen, Bagradian had the 
rank of an Ottoman officer. He had volunteered in the 
Balkan war and been decorated for valor. He had a record 
of loyalty; his family had been distinguished for genera- 

-tions. Himself the perfect cosmopolitan, distinctions be- 
tween Turk and Armenian seemed negligible in an enlight- 
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ened age. Though his fathers had suffered from the Turk, 
he himself had been spared. His generation seemed to have 
escaped completely the blight of persecution and disability. 
His growing consciousness that neither past patriotism, nor 
medals won on a Turkish battle-field, nor a blameless life, 
nor great talents could deflect the fury about to destroy him; 
his developing sense of allegiance to his race, his knowledge 
that there is no escape for him apart from them, are told 
with a wealth of detail which has no need to be inventive. 


In November 1932, while on a lecture tour through Ger- 
man cities several months before the accession of Hitler, 
Werfel selected Chapter 5 of the yet unfinished book for 
public readings. The chapter is based on the historic records 
of a conversation between Enver Pasha and a German Pastor 
who attempted to intercede for the Armenians, Enver 
Pasha, the new war-lord, had issued the order deporting 
the Armenians from their native villages to the exile of the 
desert. Their homes and goods were confiscated; the long 
feeble caravans of men, women and children perished for 
the most part on the road. The survivors were slain by 
the Turkish escort. In the hope of stopping the wholesale 
slaughter, the humane German Pastor had asked for an 
interview. An extraordinary picture is given of Enver 
Pasha, shy, aloof, effeminate, worshipped by his people 
like a God; the implacable mass-murderer whose face could 
be boyishly charming; whose cold eyes had “the strange, 
almost innocent naiveté of utter godlessness.” The Pastor 
enumerates the contributions of the Armenians to the life 
of Turkey. They are the best doctors, engineers, solicitors, 
export traders. Can Turkey afford to lose them? Enver 
Pasha answers: “I agree that among Armenians one finds 
an alarming proportion of intelligence. Are you really so 
much in favour of that kind of intelligence, Herr Lepsius? 
I'm not. We Turks may not be very intelligent in that 
way, but on the other hand we're a great and heroic people, 
called to establish and govern a world empire.” 


The Pastor makes the appeal to compassion. The Pasha 
answers: “There can be no peace between human beings and 
plague germs.” 


The animating passion of the novel is the outraged hu- 
manity of the author. He has managed to pour this emo- 
tion into a story exciting enough for a schoolboy, and ro- 
mantic enough for a schoolgirl. The characters are not 
merely convenient vehicles for his ideas, Apart from its 
deeper implication, the story has an en which made 
at least one reader finish the 800-page book in two days. 
The personal involvements of the characters are dwarfed 
by the Titanic struggle against the Turk, but they are none- 
theless real. The gradual estrangement between Bagradian 
and his French wife; his idyll with an Armenian girl; the 
wife’s growing fear that her son is beginning to look “too 
Armenian” are drawn with the competence to be expected. 
The more difficult achievement of investing the many- 
hued life of an Armenian community with complete reality ; 
above all, the epic power and color of the conflict on Musa 
Dagh mark Werfel as one of the major novelists of our 
time. It is a great theme greatly handled. 


Almost childishly one would like to ask “And what hap- 
pened then?’ Some Armenians were saved fortuitously 
by a French battleship. What is the French battleship for 
the Jews of our generation? To what mountain of Moses 
are they to retreat? Is the fastness that Werfel suggests 
the fastness of national solidarity? Zionism? Heroic death 
in the defense of inalienable rights? The book is greater 
than any formula. One is left to one’s own answer. 


MARIE SYRKIN. 





24 


ANATOMY OF GROUPS 


CATHOLICS, JEWS AND PROTESTANTS—4y Claris 
E. Silcox and Galen M. Fisher. Harper and Bros. $2.50. 


INTOLERANCE—4y W. E. Garrison. Round Table Press. 
$2.50. ALL IN THE NAME OF GOD—4y Dr. Everett 
R. Clinchy. John Day Co. $2.00. 


—— have long ignored the economic determinists. 
AX Now it seems they ignore everyone else. Men who 
do not write to the “line” are evaders and that’s that. In 
spite of this attitude, we are witnessing the production of 
a vast volume of studies on subjects cultural, religious, edu- 
cational and psychological. The challenge of the brethren 
who say that nothing counts above the bread-basket has 
served as a goad for non-Marxians in that it has compelled 
them to tackle their own fields with new energy and to talk 
in concrete terms and specific instances. 


This tendency is well marked in the realm of inter-faith 
and inter-cultural relations. The volumes listed here are 
but a few of the many researches in the field. The most 
comprehensive is the one by Silcox and Fisher written un- 
der the auspices of the Institute of Social and Religious 
Research at the requestjof the National Conference of 
Jews and Christians. ‘This book collects the available 
statistics on the subject, evaluates the most significant liter- 
ature, adds the conclusions of a field force of interviewers 
and summarizes historical and contemporary trends with 
an almost anecdotal ease. The study of the American 
scene benefits from the parallel treatment of the Canadian 
situation where valid statistics are more accessible. It is 
seen at once that many elements in the Jew-Gentile prob- 
lem are repeated in the Protestant-Catholic situation. Both 
conform to the laws of in-group out-group or minority- 
majority relationships. 

Catholics will most likely feel that the authors have not 
satisfactorily sublimated their Protestant or Majority group 
prejudices. They will resent the authors’ inability to under- 
stand Catholic dogmatic certitude, the parochial school pol- 
icy and the Latin tradition. They will not be grateful for 
the author's frequent reminder that when Catholics are in 
the majority they are generally intolerant. This book, fair 
reader, does not mince words. 


Jews will be most interested in the Anatomy of Anti- 
Semitism to be found on pages 48 to 76. Here, after a 
splendidly compact introduction revealing the intricate maze 
of the Jewish complex—lIs it ethical or unethical, racial 
or religious, national or communal ?—the authors give their 
reasons for Anti-Semitism as they heard them from the 
lips of Gentiles questioned in 20 cities in every section of 
the country. They state emphatically, first of all, that the 
religious or Christ-Killer reason is very rarely given. The 
myth has died out of the mind of the American Christian. 
But Jewish insistence on this reason (vide Horace Kallen 
in “Opinion”) may revive this ancient irritant. The chief 
reasons are: . 


1. The inherited conception of Jews as international mer- 
cenaries. Hollywood’s “The House of Rothchild”, and 
“Power” will help keep this conception virile. 


2. The excessive urbanization of the Jew, with the in- 
evitable congestion of the Jewish population at strategic 
centers of commerce, finance and culture. Here the authors 
borrow generously from the witty aphorisms of Lewis 
Browne's “How Odd of God”. They seem to accept his 
confession that the Jews are in “bondage to the asphalt’, 
“estranged from the physical” etc. The statistics of im- 
migration to Palestine from 1922 to 1931 are quoted to 
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reveal that two Jews have gone to the cities for every one 
that has gone to the rural areas. The authors imply that 
the rural-minded gentile is inclined to be suspicious of the 
City-bred Jew. This, the reviewer believes, is a rationaliza- 
tion rather than a reason. 


3. Unfortunate personal experience of gentiles in their 
dealings with Jews which have tended to give some validity 
to their suspicions of “Jewish sharp practices”. Among 
the practices mentioned are haggling (jewing-down), re- 
ceiving stolen goods, chiselling-in and out, fraternizing in 
Jewish unions and business associations, undercutting prices, 
sweating-labor, adulterating products, manipulating fires 
and bankruptcies, rn tg debt settlements, etc. Of 
course, the authors indicate that these are opinions, that 
similar charges may be made against non-Jews, that not all 
Jews eat herring in public. But a Jew gets the feeling that 
Silcox and Fisher selected their- incidents with malice afore- 
thought. Not that they felt that the incidents of Jewish 
fapacity and chicanery would be remembered long after 
the modifications would be forgotten by the reader. They 
probably thought to themselves: “Let the Jews have it full 
and strong. It may chasten the agressive ones in their 
midst or at least, it may induce the “white” Jews to crack- 
down on the “kikes’’. 


4. Gentiles, finding it profitable to discredit Jewish com- 


petitors, welcome evidence unfavorable to Jews as justifica- 
tion of their attitude. The authors might have made more of 
this point. Perhaps if they did it would reveal the nation- 
alization mechanism behind most of the other causes de- 
tailed. In defending the Jew against the charge of sweat- 
ing labor in Canada, they point out that the pressure for 
low prices exerted by gentile department store owners was 
a more primary cause and follow in the next paragraph 
with even-more fundamental observation: 

“The evil (exploitation of labor), so far as it exists, 
seems implicit in the uncontrolled capitalistic system. . . .” 


The authors end this Anatomy of Anti-Semitism on the 
rather pessimistic note that discrimination toward the Jew 
merely intensifies those very qualities the Gentile dislikes. 
As for the larger problem of Ametica’s future—the authors 
are not quite certain whether they want cultural uniformity 
or cultural multiformity. “Something in them does not 
like a wall.” Still, Prejudice, says Sir Arthur Keith, is 
nature’s way of preserving the best qualities of the group. 
If only the minorities would leave their contributions on 
the altar of America and fold their tents and silently die 
away—all would be well. , 


Dr. Garrison, one of the editors of the Christian Century, 
has written a very tolerant book on intolerance. In a lucid, 
yet erudite, manner the ambivalent nature of loyalty is ex- 
plained:—“History is made up very largely of man’s in- 
tolerance to man. Part of that record is red with blood 
of its victims and vibrant with their groans. Part of it 
also is warm with the glow of the faith and zeal of ... 
prophets and saviors. It will not do to sweep away all 
intolerance in one general torrent of indignation because 
of the cruelties which it has sometimes involved. There is 
need of some discriminating judgment.” Intolerance, 
thinks Dr. Garrison, roots in the Hebrew type of thought 
and tolerance in the Greek shades of Matthew Arnold! 
Dr. Garrison minimizes, as do Silcox and Fisher, the re- 
ligious differences of Jews and Christians as a cause of 
prejudice. “Discrimination against Jews in the United 
States”, he writes, “is basically a form of racial intolerance 
complicated by economic interests, by antipathy toward 
a common and conspicuous type of personality, by Nordic 
— rationalized by fallacious ethnology, and sometimes, 

y 4 spurious protective coloration of religious loyalty”. The 
author explains that the consciousness of his Jewishness has 
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been branded into the very soul of the Jew by Christian 
persecution so that it is inevitable for him to think of him- 
self as Jew first and as American or anything else second. 
Nevertheless, our sage author maintains that the Jew should 
not expect to escape the penalty for his difference from the 
American norm. We can’t eat our cake and have it too. 
What this American norm is and why it must be the norm 
Dr. Garrison does not reveal. He, too, agrees with Sir 
Arthur Keith that prejudice is nature’s way of preserving 
the precious values of the group. Which group, we might 
ask? But Pilate waits not for an answer. 


Dr. Everett R. Clinchy in his “All in the Name of God’ 
gives a very readable, straightforward account of the rise 
of prejudice in America. Against the dismal background 
of sectarian bigotries and ruthless persecutions in the coloni- 
al period, the author depicts the development of the Know- 
Nothing Movement (1852); the American Protective As- 
sociation (1887); the Ku Klux Klan (1921). These 
major movements coincided with periods of economic dis- 
tress and were waged mainly against the Catholic in his 
triple capacity as a bearer of an alien religion, nationality 
and political interests. The recent attempt to foment anti- 
semitism under Nazi auspices, the author believes was a 
flop. This depression is the first major depression during 
which racial hysteria met with so little popular support. 


Dr. Clinchy believes that the best long-run to the solution 
of our problem is for America to go pluralistic. Each 
group must be not only protected but encouraged to be 
genuinely itself. The American cultural pattern must be 
a synthesis of all the various strains in our midst. There 
must be free trade in the field of cultural values so that the 
best will survive by virtue of their excellence rather than 
through force of political and economic privilege. The 
author writes, almost too modestly, out of a long experi- 
ence as Director of the National Conference of Jews and 
Christians, in which capacity he has worked out educational 
techniques for the gradual removal of those stereotypes and 
ignorances that make the mental climate congenial to hate. 
This is a most able little book. Its theological title by 
no means should scare the scientific student of the subject 
of group relations. Mrs. Abel Gregg has written a very 
useful syllabus based on this book. It is called “New Re- 
lationships with Jews and Catholics”. 

Jacos J. WEINSTEIN. 


BIALIK PRIZE WINNER 


KTANOTH, by Dvorah Baron. Amanuth Publishing 
Company. 

f yew little book, containing three short stories and con- 

stitufing number forty-five of the little “Library for 
All”, won for the author the Bialik prize awarded by the 
city of Tel Aviv for the best contribution in fiction for the 
year. 

Dvorah Baron is not a novice in Hebrew literature. She 
is the first and foremost representative of a group of women 
who have made their entrance into Palestinian literature 
within the last score of years, among whom ate included 
Rachel Feinberg, Dr. Chava Shapiro, Nachamah Pucha- 
chevsky, Elishevah, Shoshanah Shababo, Bath Miriam, and 
the late Rachel. 

For a long time Dvorah Baron enjoyed the distinction of 
being practically the only woman short-story writer in the 
Hebrew language (were we not to include the feeble at- 
tempts of Chemda Ben Yehuda). What lent her stories 
quaintness in those days was their masculine bookishness 
and the Rabbinic atmosphere which pervaded them, due 


25 


undoubtedly to their reminiscent character. She is the 
learned daughter of a pious and erudite orthodox Rabbi. 


Nine years ago, however, when the “Davar” published 
her first volume of short stories, the reception did not re- 
flect the same enthusiasm as was evoked by her early ap- 
pearances, By that time, the majority of active Hebrew 
readers had become concentrated in Palestine and were too 
preoccupied with engrossing realities to pay close attention 
to the feeble echoes of the last vestiges of the crumbling 
ghetto. It was the uncanny Rachel, the mystical Bath 
Miriam and above all the Greek Orthodox Russian convert 
to Hebrew letters, Elisheva, who, at that moment, monopo- 
lized the attention of the Palestinian reader. Besides, 
practically all of the stories contained in that volume were 
reprints. Whether the not over-enthusiastic reception ac- 
corded that collection of stories was responsible for the 
long interval of silence, one hesitates to say. One thing is 
certain, this little volume ,the first to break the inexplicable 
hiatus in Baron’s literary career, comes as a rare and pleasant 
surprise. The three stories included in it, ‘The Evil Doer”’ 
“A Family’ and “Trifles”, are still in the autobiographical 
vein. But what creative power they display! The eight 
years of silence have mellowed her talent to a remarkable 
wistfulness and inwardness. Dreamlike in their compact- 
ness, their softness of contour, and their mystical realistic 
blending, these stories recapture the pristine freshness of 
her initial experiences with the life they portray. 


No less than sixty characters are mentioned by name in 
“The Evil Doer’, the first in the volume, a story of thirty- 
three short pages. And yet this plethora of characters is 
not in the least confusing. Their unobtrusive entrances 
and exits, instead of crowding the stage rather serve to 
extend it and to emphasize the centrality of Piny Goldstein, 
the ever-successful man-and-God defying villain; his shriv- 
elled, long-suffering, angelic little wife, Chava Bathya; and 
Raisa, her cook, who, in spite of her bravado, seems to 
deflect her person in the master’s presence, like a candle- 
flame at the passing of a wind. Still wider in canvas is the 
second tale, chronicle of a family whose genealogy keeps 
repeating itself in the names of its protagonists, every third 
generation. ‘This little tale of thirty-six pages gives the 
ampression of being a tremendous saga of a race of broad- 
shouldered, strong-bearded males and fleshy imperious fe- 
males. The climax of the story, a divorce due to the wo- 
man’s sterility, a divorce annulled because of error on the 
part of the scribe, is saved from banality by a sheer tour. 
de force of imagination. The pathetic resignation of the 
near-divorcee who, on the eve of her release, invites the 
maiden likely to be her successor to her house to teach her 
how to cook the favorite dishes of her husband, and then 
the final collapse of the wife, cannot simply be dismissed 
as melodramatic. Nor is the happy ending a concession to 
one’s own charitable disposition. Occasionally life does 
blunder into arcadia. One is convinced that such was 
the case here. Nor, in the third, is the Daudet-like senti- 
mentality of the Rabbi’s wife who has dreamed for many 
years of possessing a pair of machine-made shoes, of- 
fensive to our sophisticated literary palate. There is so 
much three dimensional reality in the story, so much of the 
close-knitted texture of life, that it grips to the point of 
unquestioning acceptance. 


Not a little of this acceptance is due to the brilliance 
of style, characterized by a peculiar aptness of simile which 
suffuses the pages with a glamour rarely found in prose. 
This little book twinkles with imagination which we have 
come to associate with the province of poetry alone. One 
is happy that the quantitative meagerness did not keep the 
judges from awarding it the prize for the best fiction of 
the year. 

A. H. FRIEDLAND. 
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AN UNDESIRABLE GUEST 

TARABAS: A GUEST ON EARTH, by Joseph Roth. 
The Viking Press. $2.50. 

F DOSTOEVSKY hadn’t written “Crime and Punish- 

ment”, Tolstoy “Resurrection” and Jacob Wasserman 
“The World’s Illusion”, there might be some excuse for 
this latest variation on an old theme: the story of the sin- 
ner who has sinned and repented. There might be a 
valid excuse for a new version if its author had improved 
on these existing versions, by no means the only ones. But 
Joseph Roth’s version is decidedly inferior to the three men- 
tioned here. It is a pity that he couldn’t have chosen to 
write of something else, for in this instance Mr. Roth's 
choice of theme and the temptation it inevitably awakens 
in the critical reader to make comparisons is apt to blind 
him to the author’s real merits: in this complex and con- 
fused world there is something to be said for a writer who 
can write simply and in broad outlines, without those mul- 
tiple irrelevances which obfuscate rather than reveal. This 
ability gives to Mr. Roth’s work the character of an allegory, 
a parable or a fable. But an old parable to be effective must 
provide a new illumination, and this ‘““Tarabas’’ fails to do. 
Nor is it quite clear to me precisely what the author means 
by his sub-title: ““A Guest on Earth”. In what way Nicholas 
Tarabas was more of a guest on earth than I am, than 
Mr. Roth is, we are not allowed to know. I will not 
speak for myself, or for Mr. Roth, but of Tarabas I can say 
that, if a guest on earth, he was a mighty undesirable one. 
Sinners in fiction are nearly always attractive. There lies 
their justification. And their repentance, save where 
treated by a master, had best be left to the imagination 
and should not be permitted to descend to rank bathos 
as in this work. 

After all, what sort of man was this Nicholas Tarabas? 
He was a brutal, uncouth, stupid, primitive type, a Russian, 
with no other aim in life but self-gratification and a desire 
to rule. His chief superstition was that no worse luck 
could befall him than to meet a red-haired Jew on Sunday. 
It was, of course, under the circumstances, inevitable that 
he should meet a red-haired Jew on Sunday and that this 
meeting should provide his undoing. (How Mr. Roth's 
fictional machinery creaks when this is brought about! It is 
so reminiscent of the “‘miracle’’ in his earlier work, “‘Job’.) 
Earlier in the story Tarabas had been told by a gypsy fortune- 
teller that he was both a murderer and a saint. This very 
much preyed on his mind, and the reader is made too much 
aware of the hero’s almost conscious anxiety to have the 
promise come to pass. There is an element of chance, 
of accident in this, rather than of psychology. It belongs 
to the fiction of an earlier day rather than of our own. 
The author, for all I know, may have intended this; but 
the effect for the modern reader is one of unnatural crudity. 

Nevertheless, there are scenes in this book impressive 
for their power and lyric beauty. The pages describing the 
events at Kristianpoller’s inn in the Jewish village of Ko- 
ropta are particularly good, and Tarabas’s spiritual awaken- 
ing, when faced with the fact of the mysterious force 
alive in the most ignoble of Jews, is truly memorable. 

; JOHN COURNOS. 


RACES, NATIONS AND JEWS 

RACES, NATIONS AND JEWS, by Dr. Joseph Tenen- 
baum. Bloch Publishing Company, New York. $2.00. 

Dr. Tenenbaum, who is Chairman of the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the American Jewish Congress and 
author in Polish, German and French of several volumes 
on the Jewish question, has issued a comprehensive 170 
page book on the manner in which the Jewish problem fits 
into contemporary notions of race and nationality. Plung- 
ing boldly into the dark underbrush of anthropological 
pseudo-science, he has hacked his way deftly through “the 
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Aryan nonsense’, the formidable Nordic myth and the un- 
tenable legend of the purity of the Jewish race. A less 
thorough clearing of the ground are his comments on the 
origins of modern nationalism — liberal, chauvinistic and 
fascist—and his discussions of the sources of anti-semitism, 
the black International and other phases of super-nation- 
alism. Particularly tantalizing, because of their sketchiness, 
are his comments on the socio-economic plight of the Jews 
in America. Dr. Tenenbaum’s interesting study suffers from 
one serious shortcoming: his ignoring of the importance 
of the economic factor. Whence the inadequacy of his an- 
alysis of anti-semitism, his failure to evaluate modern 
Jewry’s drift from liberalism to socialism, and his omis- 
sion in elucidating the effect of socialist-Zionism on the 
Jewish national complex. To Dr. Tenenbaum the middle 
class constitutes “the backbone of the nation and the pillar 
of progressive democracy”. Consequently, he is not pro- 
foundly concerned with the problem of “productivization” 
which confronts Jewish economic life in America and else- 
where. Contentedly visualizing the prospective role of 
American Jews as a middle class element, he solders their 
present economic debacle with the consoling reflection that 
the Jewish economic future is comparatively safe because 
chain stores are bound to break down and the number of 
Jews who might become salesmen (for which occupation 
he conceives Jews “admirably fitted’ by psychology) will 
eventually increase. However, with all its deficiencies, Ten- 
enbaum’s book is an intelligent, capable work. It launches 
a wholesome offensive on the frontier of prejudice. 
H. F. 


BIOGRAPHICAL 
LIFE OF MENASSEH BEN ISRAEL, by Cecil Roth. 
Jewish Publication Society. $2.00. 


Of all Jewish writers, Cecil Roth best combines erudi- 
tion with charm of manner. In this well-documented 
volume, the Life of Menasseh, Mr. Roth improves con- 
siderably on what formerly ranked as the authoritative 
biographies, those of M. Keyserling and Lucien Wolf. For 
the first time Menasseh comes through the pages as a color- 
ful personality,—amazingly versatile, indefatigable, vain, de- 
voted, gullible, and hot-tempered. Nor is the setting of 
the story neglected. We see Amsterdam as a refuge for 
the Marranos of Spain and Portugal. We see Jews throw- 
ing off the Catholic front which they and their families had 
borne for generations, and painfully building up a Jewish 
consciousness and a Jewish discipline. We see the 
little struggles for power among the Rabbis of the com- 
munity and we see, most of all, the emergence of the 
“representative” Jew, for Menasseh becomes the official 
ambassador to the Gentiles. He is known as “that virtuous 
Jew,” “that learned Hebrew,” “that scholarly Israelite,” 
and Menasseh knows how to play to the dress circle. We 
cannot help considering how little the Amsterdam com- 
munity appreciated so valuable a creator of good-will. Men- 
asseh’s widow had to borrow money with which to bury 
him. Menasseh would have had no financial troubles in 
our day. 

The picture of Menasseh is climaxed with the chapter 
that deals with his mission to England in the interest of 
opening that country to Jews. Roth interprets the failure 
of Menasseh’s mission as a real success, for had Menasseh 
succeeded through Cromwell’s intercesion in getting legis- 
lation passed to admit the Jews, the Restoration would 
undoubtedly have rescinded this legislation. Since Crom- 
well had failed to make an issue of it, the Stuarts allowed 
matters to drift as they were: that is, Jews were permitted 
to enter England surreptitiously and carry on their business. 
This interpretation is much like Strachey’s evaluation of the 
indecisiveness of Queen Elizabeth in regard to the war with 
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NEWS FROM THE FRONTIER 
PALESTINE 


REFUGEES 


yom Jews who emigrated to Palestine since the 
Hitlerite persecutions began brought with them 
$50,000,000 in capital, according to a report submitted by 
Dr. Arthur Ruppin and Werner Senator, of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, to mewspapermen assembled at a 
press conference in Jerusalem. They further revealed that, 
in 1933 and 1934, 15,042 German Jewish immigrants en- 
tered the country. This represents twenty-four per cent of 
the total Jewish immigration during that period. 

The Agency officials also stated that more than 600 Ger- 
man Jewish children came into Palestine since the advent 
of Hitler, 152 are to arrive shortly, and the Palestine gov- 
ernment has given permission for 350 more to enter in 
1935. Most of the children are receiving agricultural train- 
ing. 

More than 300 German Jewish families were placed on 
land in Palestine during the same period. Approximately 
seventy of the colonists were German Jewish physicians and 
lawyers. 


INDUSTRY 


i to the Census of Jewish Industries and 
Handicrafts taken by the Statistical Department of the 
Jewish Agency. there were in existence at the end of 1933, 
5,388 industrial enterprises with an invested capital of 
£P5,371,000, employing 15,595 workers. About 10% of 
these enterprises were in existence before the War—op- 
erated mostly by hand power; about 90% have been es- 
tablished since the War; 588 during 1933. Those branches 
of industry which annually produce goods valued at $50,- 
000, or more, are: edible oils, cement, potash and bromine, 
wooden furitnure, bread, flour, tiles, dairy produce, shoes, 
cement bricks, men’s clothing, printing, foundry work, 
wines and spirits, machines, chocolate, metal construction 
work, hosiery, wire netting and nails, knitting and tobacco. 

During the first seven months of 1934, at least 115 new 
industrial enterprises (excluding work shops) were estab- 
lished, according to a survey made by the Tel-Aviv Bureau 
of the American Economic Committee for Palestine; 87 of 
these firms replied to inquiries about the number of per- 
sons employed and reported that they were employing 815 
workers; 81 of these firms reported an aggregate capital in- 
vestment of £P172,000. 


COLONIZATION 


CCORDING to the report of the Colonization Depart- 

ment of the Jewish Agency for 1934, 1,420 Jewish 
families are being settled on the Keren Kayemeth land in 
the Emek Hefer (Wadi Hawarath). Distribution of the 
land allotted for settlement, in some 13,000 dunam, has 
been made as follows: 573 families of the middle class— 
11,000 dunam; 487 families of workers’ groups affiliated 
with the Histadrut—900 dunam; 260 families of workers’ 
groups otherwise affiliated—4,500 dunam. An area of 
550 dunam is being reserved for workers’ camps. 


SURPLUS 


6 ne surplus of the Palestine government has now 
reached a new high level. Figures just published 
show that it now totals $20,000,000. It is Peco 5 on all 


sides that the surplus is due to the industrial and agri- 
cultural development resulting from Jewish effort. It is 
reliably estimated that about 70% of the entire revenue 
of the Palestine Government during the past year, was re- 
ceived from Jews. 

It is interesting to contrast the surplus in Palestine with 
the deficit of about $120,000 in Transjordania recently an- 
nounced at a meeting of the Legislative Council at Am- 
man. The entire budget for Transjordania amounts to less 
than two million dollars. 


KA TIF 


, ee “Katif” (orange-picking season) has begun in Kfar 
Saba and in many other villages. Jewish labor there 
has been almost completely boycotted. 

The “Working Youth” and “Working Mothers”, divi- 
sions of the Histadrut, have issued a call to their mem- 
bers to register for the ‘“Katif’’ season. 

It is expected that this year’s struggle for Jewish labor 
in the orange groves will be more severe than usual. Al- 
ready pickets protesting against the exclusion of Jewish 
labor, have been arrested in Kfar Saba. The ‘“Davar”’, Labor 
daily, has declared that the Histadrut will fight for the 
rights of the Jewish workers in agriculture, and that the 
Jewish plantations will, under no circumstances, be abandon- 
ed to outside labor. 


BIALIK INSTITUTE 


7 Jewish Agency, in an agreement made with the 
Keren Hayesod and the Hebrew Writers’ Association, 
has decided to include in its budget for the current fiscal 
year the sum of £P5,000 for a “Bialik Institute”. The ob- 
ject of the “Institute” is to further the development of the 
Hebrew. Language and Literature and Jewish science in the 
spirit of the plans formulated by the late poet. 

The Institute will be under the supervision of a special 
Board of Directors appointed by and responsible to the 
Jewish Agency. The Board will endeavor to increase its 
budget by soliciting gifts from individuals and organiza- 
tions. 


BOOKS 


og Davar, Hebrew Labor daily, announces that 488 
books were published in Palestine last year, as com- 
pared with 478 in the previous year, and 431 the year be- 
fore. Of the books published last year, 48 were original 
works of the belles-lettres class and 36 were translations 
of the same character; there were 85 new books for young 
people and children; 10 volumes of essays and criticism, 
15 collected and miscellaneous works, 64 books on science, 
114 educational works, 24 on religion and homiletics and 
94 of the miscellaneous character. As might be expected, 
Tel Aviv is the publishing center, no less than 380 books 
being published there last year. 

Outside Palestine, the number of Hebrew books pub- 
lished during the same period was 294, as compared with 
290 the previous year. Poland led with 170; 60 were 
published in the United States; and Germany published 20 
last year as compared with 8 the year before,—the increase 
being due to the great demand for Hebrew educational 
works in Germany. 
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LABOR NOTES 





THE IDEALISM OF JEWISH WORKERS 
HE success of The National Labor Committee Con- 
vention, held a month ago in New York, served to 

emphasize the idealism of the Jewish worker. It was the 
power of idealism only—there being no material advantage 
involved—that made it possible to overcome the boycott 
we were subjected to in the early years of this work. For 
idealism built up this movement from discouraging begin- 
nings, through a sustained progress in the past ten years, 
to present proportions. To have accomplished it all in the 
teeth of violent opposition, and in a period which included 
five years of devastating economic depression, is an achieve- 
ment we may be proud of. It was the power of the Histad- 
rut that enabled us to do it. And Histadrut is another 
term for Jewish labor idealism. The great moral force of 
‘the Histadrut would have been of no avail in the present 
case, if our fellow workers in this country were not, morally 
and spiritually, of the same mettle as those in Palestine. 

I sometimes doubt whether the idealism of Jewish workers 
is properly appreciated. We live in a world of sordid 
materialism. The struggle for daily bread, not always 
daily, is intense and all-absorbing and the factional strife, 
which seems inevitable, is so confusing, that they frequently 
blot out from our vision all that is truly beautiful in the 
world of Jewish labor. The Jewish workers are militant 
and idealistic in the best sense. Among them the tailor 
occupies a conspicuous position. We remember the “strikes” 
of the Kabtzonim in the synagogue in the old Russian 
ghetto, the obstructions put in the way of reading the Torah 
on Saturdays—nit losen leinen. Without knowing it, the 
Jewish baal meloches were catrying out the methods used 
by dissatisfied legislative parliaments. That was the only 
way the proletariat in the Jewish communities had of demon- 
strating its grievances and trying to enforce reforms. The 
tailors usually led in those demonstrations. 

In the new world the tailors also lead the Jewish workers 
in militancy and idealism. This is a case in which quantity 
becomes quality. The tailors are the largest single group 
among the Jewish workers, and the leadership is naturally 
in their hands. They include the craftsman from the old 
Russian Pale and Columbuses Schneider, the small trader 


and the Talmudic student who became clothing workers in 


America. 

The Jewish unions in this country were built by Socialists 
and in a Socialist spirit. Though many changes have taken 
place in the past four or five decades, and the Jewish labor 
movement has adapted itself to the millieu of the American 
Federation of Labor, the Socialist impress has remained 
on them. It seems strange that workers coming from the 
most reactionary country in Europe, knowing absolutely 
nothing about social movements or theories, should build 
Socialist organizations. That was due to two reasons: One: 
the Socialists, Russian Jewish intellectuals, were the only 
Jews in this country to extend a helping hand to those 
helpless workers, to come to them with a message of hope. 
The others were antagonistic and lined up with the em- 
os pea Then: the Jews, coming from a land of oppression 
and persecution, were easily responsive to a call for social 
justice. It mattered not that the principles of Socialism 
were, at that time, unintelligible to most of them. The 
Socialists were their friends, and Socialism held out a 
promise, so it was natural for those victims of racial persecu- 
tion abroad, and of the sweatshop here, to build Socialist 
organizations, 

The class struggle experiences in this country served to 
promote labor solidarity and idealism. In this connection 
the first conviction and imprisonment of a Jewish strike 
picket comes to my mind. A young man by the name of 





Rheingold, a member of the Cloakmakers’ Union, was sent 
to Sing Sing for eighteen months. That was in the early 
nineties. His imprisonment was to us young enthusiasts 
almost a national calamity. By that time factionalism was 
already disrupting our ranks. Rheingold’s incarceration re- 
cemented them temporarily. 

When workers from other nationalities, chiefly Italians, 
began to come into the wearing apparel industries, the 
employers played one nationality against the other, and 
demoralized conditions of labor. But the Jewish workers 
who were building their unions befriended these non-Jewish 
brethren and won their confidence. The needle trades 
unions, with large Jewish memberships, would have been 
unable to make history as they did but for the spirit of 
idealism which causes workers from many nationalities to 
work in harmony and unison. I know of no case in which 
labor organizations of similar numerical and financial 
strength extended greater help to fellow workers than did 
these needle trades unions. Just a few instances as illus- 
trations: Vast sums of money were donated to the striking 
steel workers in 1919. Sums aggregating hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars were raised for the famine victims in Russia 
in 1921. Help was liberally extended to the workers in 
Germany, England and other countries. Under the auspices 
of the Peoples’ Relief Committee, large sums were collected 
for the war and pogrom sufferers. Numerous campaigns and 
drives are always in progress among the Jewish workers in 
America for institutions and causes in various countries. 
Those who come here from abroad for such purposes are 
still received cordially and helped generously. 

This same spirit of labor fraternalism dominates the 
smaller trade unions as well as the larger ones. Here is 
a unique example. The Jewish bakers are, at least in one 
respect, at a serious disadvantage as compared with other 
workers. They work at night, which makes it exceedingly 
difficult for them to be in contact with labor movements and 
other public activities. And yet they often come to the 
aid of striking workers, particularly those who have no 
strong union and no big treasury to back them. The bakers 
supply those strikers with fresh rolls every morning. That 
is done so often that it has become a tradition and a 
chazoka. 

Let it be clearly understood that the growing enthusiasm 
for the Histadrut does not come from partisanship. There 
are Zionists and Poale Zionists among the Jewish workers in 
America. The great masses among them are not Zionists, 
even when they have tender sentiments for the ancient land 
of the Jews. The enthusiasm, aye, love, for the Histadrut 
is due, entirely and exclusively, to its constructive work 
for a new social order in the building up of the Jewish 
national life. The great bulk of the Histadrut supporters 
among Jewish labor in America also aid the Jewish and 
non-Jewish workers in other countries, and help carry on 
the various anti-fascist activities in this country. Their 
Jewish consciousness and sense of Jewish dignity, place 
them among other nations, not above them—lIsrael boamim. 
Their working class loyalty makes them Histadrut en- 
thusiasts. They are not interested in the Histadrut because 
of Palestine: they are interested in Palestine because of the 
Histadrut. It is because of this that they are so bitter against 
the Jewish fascisti who are seeking to destroy the Histadrut. 
Take the Histadrut away from Palestine, and great masses 
of Jewish workers in this country will lose all interest in 
Palestine. It is to the credit of Histadrut that its working 
class activities have won so many enthusiastic co-workers 
for Palestine within the largest Jewish labor movement in 
the world. 

JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG. 
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YOUTH: 


ITS TREND TO RADICALISM 


T= November vote for the Administration has clearly 
indicated that the people prefer, as against intelligent 
economic planning, the relief program which merely keeps 
millions from immediate starvation. 

The American Youth, however, looking into the future 
with little prospect for good “jobs” is beginning to register 
its vote in other directions. The tradition that America is 
the land of opportunity has been blasted for the members 
of the younger generation. Even the legend about the 
“great open spaces’’ is no longer taken seriously. Three, 
four years ago, American Youth began to take to the road 
in large numbers. Some sought jobs; others sought ad- 
venture; still others sought to escape ennui or conflict in the 
home where the jobless child faced a father who was also 
jobless or whose income was fast decreasing. But they soon 
discovered that jobs were not to be found, and even with 
the increasing welcome of the police station (a potential 
night’s lodging), and later with the transient camps, ad- 
venturing was not of the 1925 variety. 

American Youth is awakening to a jobless world with 
no immediate prospects for the future. “It is not enough 
that we be kept from starving. Our life is just beginning 
and we are wondering what is to be done.” Thus s 
the Youth of America. Slowly, laboriously, American Youth 
is beginning to express its dissatisfaction, Part of it may 
be caught up by the muddled thinking and feeling of the 
fascist group, if the leadership is present, but a large part 
will certainly rally to the radical group. 

How does the Jewish Youth find itself at the present 
moment? The accepted truism that Jews will follow their 
neighbors but will act a little more effectively seems to be 
also true now. But there are some significant differences 
between Jewish and non-Jewish Youth which must be kept 
in mind. The Jewish Youth today are offsprings of the 
immigrant parents of yesterday who were willing to be- 
come tailors and shoemakers and peddlers in America. They 
were willing to bear the hardships and be satisfied with 
the thought that their children would receive an education 
in the land of opportunity and thus rise to a higher economic 
and social level. If the child could not become a doctor 
or a lawyer or a business-man he could at least work in an 
office. We find, therefore, a much larger percent of Jew- 
ish high school graduates among us than among the rest 
of the population. College graduates and college Youth 
are also present in the Jewish cap nage in larger numbers. 

Jewish Youth found that when the depression came and 
the jobs and positions became more scarce, their chance for 
jobs became less and less as the result of the fact that they 
were Jews. Especially bitter are the college trained Youth 
who had hoped to be more secure because of their additional 
training. These people have become more Jew-conscious but 
they have also become more conscious of economic malad- 
justment. The Jewish Youth of all groupings is beginning 
to feel individually and collectively the seriousness of their 
situation. That same Youth which a few years ago was 
almost entirely indifferent to radical ideas, and often scoffed 
at the few well-meaning intelligentzia who bothered about 
such subjects, are beginning to listen, to read, and to talk. 

Is it possible to gauge the extent of radicalism among 
Jewish Youth today? There are only two methods present 
for measuring any phenomenon. One concerns itself with 
contacting individuals and the other with an analysis of the 
groups to which the individuals belong. It might be very 
fruitful, and has been tried occasionally by sociologists, to 
attempt to contact individuals and obtain their reactions to 
some specific subject such as radicalism. But there are a 


number of hazards to be kept in mind: one is that one may 
not obtain the individual’s spontaneous reaction because of 
prejudice, rationalizations, willingness to agree with the in- 
terviewer or fear of possible consequences. Another hazard 
involves the question of numbers, of statistics. Obviously 
one cannot interview all the people in all groupings but 
even if we took a sampling we would have to determine 
its validity. Even the Literary Digest straw vote struck 
snags. The simpler method is to attempt to discover from 
the various clubs, organizations and institutions the changes 
which have taken place in the past four or five years in 
both membership and content of their programs. 

This rather lengthy introduction to methodology is im- 
portant if we are scientifically to attempt to analyze the 
trend toward radicalism of the Jewish Youth in America. 
Superficially the trend, certainly among the more intellectual 
of the Jewish college Youth, is toward radicalism. If these 
students will continue their radical activities when they leave 
College they will create in the Jewish Community a leader- 
ship group ready to organize or to help organize other 
Youth. 

But in the meantime we must remember that the events 
of the past two years in regard to the Jewish problems, with 
anti-semitism in the lead, are forcing many young people 
to think more seriously and consistently regarding the fate 
of their group. Young People’s activities seem to be on 
the increase in some religious and fraternal organizations as 
well as among the radical groups. 

SARAH FEDER 
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TO THE NATIONAL LABOR COMM. CONVENTION 
NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 2, 1934 
The British Labor Party: Warmest 
Greetings of Labor Party. Economic 
prosperity, political stability of 
Palestine testimony to world of Jewish 
energy, enthusiasm. Palestine 
labor's communal settlements, its 
fight for labor legislation, eleva- 
tion of economic social status of 
women, inspiration against reaction. 
(Gillies) 
American Federation of Labor: The 
American Federation of Labor is deeply 
interested in the success of the or=- 
ganized labor movement in Palestine. 
We are anxious and willing to cooper-=- 
ate to the fullest extent in the 
development of organization among 
the workers in Palestine. We earn- 
estly hope and trust that the economic 
movement established there will 
continue to grow both in numbers and 
influence so that through a con- 
centrated labor movement the social - 
political and economic interests 
of the workers and those dependent 
upon them in Palestine may be pro- 
tected and promoted. Please regard 
the American Federation of Labor as a 
Sincere friend devoted to the cause 
of human justice, liberty and freedom. 
(William Green, President) 
Joint Board Dressmakers’ Union: Your 
splendid work in Palestine in financi- 
ally supporting workers' organization 
has won the admiration of all. Es- 
pecially significant is your work 
at this time when Palestine has 
become a haven for Jews escaping 
from Germany. (Phillip Kapp) 
Horace M. Kallen: The Jews of the 
world are confronted today with a 
crisis unparalleled during a century 
of labor and struggle. The march 
of civilization toward equality and 
freedom of all people, regardless 
of race, sex, or faith, is now being 
opposed by powerful political and 
social movements whose aim is to re- 
place liberty with serfdom, and free 
citizenship based on the consent 
of the citizens with regimented sub- 
mission to self-established authority 
backed up by brute violence. These 
movements go by various names. The 
most conspicuous ones are Fascism 
and Nazism. : 

It is the plain obligation of every 
Jew who believes in equality and 
liberty to fight with his utmost force 
against these enemies of civiliza- 
tion. 

And it is of paramount importance 
that the institutions of the Jewish 
homeland shall be built by the methods 











of co-operative freedom and with 

the aim of establishing on the firmest 
foundations economic, political, 

and social democracy. 

It is my judgment that the Histadrut 
Haovdim has been a major agency in 
furthering this aim and that it 
should receive from American Jews 
all the cooperation it is in their 
power to give, so that in the fullness 
of time, the principles of social 
organization for the Jewish homeland, 
which we laid down almost a generation 
ago as the "Pittsburgh Program", 
may be fully realized in the life and 
labor of Jewish Palestine. 

Rabbi Hillel Silver: The Histadrut 
Haovdim has been the one organization 
in Palestine which consistently 
championed the total political, 
social and economic program of classic 
Zionism, national ownership of land, 
the cooperative principle in all 
economic undertakings, the principle 
of Jewish labor, the renaissance 

of Hebrew culture and intelligent 
exploration of ways of cooperating 
with the Arab population. It has 

set itself squarely against exploita- 
tions and speculations which so 
seriously threatens today the 
Stability of the character of the 
Yishuv. 

Jacob Fishman: Accept renewed as- 
surance of my great admiration for 
the Histadrut Haovdim and my staunch 
faith in the unity of Jewish labor 
in Palestine as exemplified by it. 

I consider the Histadrut a leading 
factor in the rebuilding of our home- 
land. As in the past you will find 
me on your side whenever your great 
organization may be traduced by 
political opportunists or reaction- 
aries. ; 

(Editor, The Jewish Morning Journal) 
Mordecai Kaplan: A strong. and united 
Labor front is the only instrument 
of social control that can prevent 
an economic and moral debacle in 
Palestine. All who attack the Labor 
Movement in Palestine and try to 
divide its forces are extinguishing 
the last ray of hope for the Jewish 
people. 

(Society for Advancement of Judaism) 
Herman Bernstein: Histadrut has done 
and is doing superlative work for 
the upbuilding and regeneration of 
Palestine and merits the support of 
the Jewish masses. The Jewish people 
cannot afford profiteers in the land 
of the prophets. Palestine must be 
rebuilt by Jewish labor, by Jewish 
culture and by honest Jewish enter- 
prise. 




















